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MADAM, 8 1 
H O the Death of yo ur deareſt Rela- 
tive was. the melancholy Occaſion of 
this Diſcourſe, yet tas only the Force 
of 2 aur Deſire that cou d command. it 

4500 nee = by the Plainneſs of it you may 

ſee hom obſervant 1 have been 7. what you parti- 
| cularly, and more than once, c | 


fir d, with rela- 


6 tion to it. Indeed, I was as willing as *twas poſ- 

8 ſehle you cou d be, to haus it wited to the meaneſt 
i Capacity, of thoſe that heard it, and of thoſe too 
4 now may, read it: That 5 thro the Bleſſing 
| of Go ( —.— which the moſt. elaborate Perfor- 
t ances will be — little arpoſe, * it might be of the 
more general 44 E ; which is what, in 

— Leanne; — — an l aps willing, notwith- 
| ſtanding its manifold Defetts, to hope; tho while 
it appears even in its native Shape, I am very 


certuun, that it can't. more need to be poliſb d, 
N20 A 2 than 


e 1 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 5 
than the S abject it treats of, 15 weighty and im- 
Lunau Life ey 


. 1 * 


prepara; ly for thi Con 
Why this Work, that is ſo ſmall, hath been ſo 
long in hand; or, to ſpeak. more properly, ſo long 
laid by, is not neceſſary, nor worth while to tell 
the World; it being ſufficient, (as I eſteem it) 
Mapa, that you are not only well appriæ d of the 
Reaſons of it, bat 1 with them to. Aud 
for the Crudities that you- of any others my find 
therein, I know not what Apology to make, beſides 
* acquainting you, or them rather (who only can 
be ignorant of this matter) of the Multiplicity of 
my Avocations, and the haſte I was in, when at 
your Inſtance, but a little while ſince renewd, I 
wrote it in order to make it publick. And here 
let me beg leave to tell you, Mapa, tho when 
the Hand of God is lifted up, we ought to 
ſee; het I think it very adviſable, that you ſuffer 
not your Thoughts to dwell too long on that melan- 
choly Subject, which jou have lately had before 
yon; it will be to better purpoſe to imploy em a- 
bout what i made your Duty by it; and, for 
that reaſon, doth more concern you. I don't 
in the leaſt deny, that your Loſs is very great 
the Loſs of ſo good a Friend, and ſo dear a Hu 
band; but to aſſuage your Grief, and prevent 
the Exceſs of it, ] hope youll be ſo kind to your 
ſelf, and to the Memory of the Deceus d, as to 
conſider, that you have no Cauſe to ſorrow, even 
as others which have no Hope. _ 


lov'd him, I know, too well, to look invidiouſly 
on his nom happy State, becauſe of thoſe Difads 
vantager which you muſt - neceſſarily labour un- 
der, by means of his Abſente from you. Nay, 
 Mapam, what hinders but that this very Laſs of 
Towrs, may (tho a Paradox to ſome) iſſue in your 
eternal Gan; as well as put ou in — his ? 
For if Go, who doth all things well, ſhall 
make it a Means the better to prepare you, or but 
an Occaſion tu 4 yet greater Diligence in małi 
Jour ſelf. ready for the bleſſed JESUS, the _ 
Bridegrooms, you'll then at his Coming go in wit 
him to the Marriage, with the greater Triumph, 
and to your. unexpreſſible Joy, be ever with the 
LORD: And in the mean VM inſtead of aggra- 
vating your Sorrow, by looking back mith regret 
on any Scenes of your paſt Life, how innocent and 
entertaining ſoever they haue been, may you have 
ur Mind fix d on thoſe Heavenly and more. re- 
fin'd Pleaſures, which, by the Grace of God, you 
have now in view, and of which you have a true 
Reliſh, bat then ſhall perfectiꝭ, without either In- 
terruption or Wearineſs, for ever enjoy. And 
may you ſo reflect on the many good things which 
you have rectivd at the Hand of God, as not 
immoderately to mourn on the account of the evil 
and gloomy Days of Sorrow, which in the wiſe Me- 
thod of his Providence he has of late aſſign'd you. 
Tor having taken the LORD tobe your God, 
. bus Will is to be Tours, in conſequence of it; and 


in his Diſpoſal of things you are to acquieſce ; as 
. knowing that how contrary ſoever it may be, in any 
NS A 3 | reſpect, 


The Epiſtle Dedicator . 
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reſpect, 0 jour natural Inclinations, tis 4 
1 and righteoms, lite Himſelf; deal ſball = 


his. Power, Wiſdom and Go 6 zccording. to 


the Promiſe which he hath made to them that 


love him, cauſe all things to work together 
for your Real and Eternal Good. And unto 
this Conſideration, and that of the Divine Sove- 


' reignty, for ought 1 ſee, Mana, ou be oblig*d 


to hawe Reconrſe, in order to the Peace and Sa- 


action of your Mind, ander your * Cir- 
cr wal ; which, 1 know, are very afflicting, 


while you abſtratt em from 'the Good, you * 


do, or may 2 from _ And. raps 
that you according to the De the C 
—— ſo —— your 125 4 the A 
ports it furniſhes, as may prove effectual to that 
End, and conſequently be for the Glory of God, 
and the Increaſe of your future, but * Jo, 
is PP: the oye of, 


MADAM, 


Tour very Humble © Servant 


yo 
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pos F uren 
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MATT. XXIV. 44. 

Therefore be ye alſo ready, for in ſuch an 
Hour, as you think not, the Son of 
Man cometh. 


0 E A TH, which hath reign'd ſome 
1 Thoufands of Years, and is {till 
inlarging its Conqueſts in theſe 
lower Regions, will ſhortly ſub- 
ject us all to it ſelf, and impriſon us in the 
Grave, till We come to obtain, ho 727 
$01 A 4 C ift, 
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Funeral Sermon on 
Chriſt, the Redemption of our Body, and Morta- 
lity be ſwallom'd up of — It doth indeed, 
by à "freſh" ane of ei | 
Power, * 
and others to hear; but in a little while will 
ſtop my Mouth, and the Ears too of the pre- 


ſent Suh For we oy - — Deme- 


rit of = w, gnd the 
Aphointihe Ne J en n bare an r- 
19 9 upon us hy” + us. Whether we Will 


or no, within its Pominions; nor can it be 
long, We may be ſure, befoverthis befal us; 


For as Time, in its Hargelt: Extent, is bur 


ſhort, as well as rapid in its Motion; fo the 
Fo erm of human Life Ps it reſpects Indivi- 
is ab N * ſe- 
de CN be Nay, t l 
10rter, we often ſee, than what 15 leasd 
out to many other Creatures, leſs eminent 
in the Scale of Being than our ſelves. And 
if the Days of the Patriarchs were thought 
to be but fem, what ſhall we think of ours, 
which fall ſo ſhort of them? The Pſalm 
therefore (while he conſider'd the Days ei- 
ther of Eternity, or of thoſe} who. liv'd be- 
tore the Flood) might well ſay, Behold, thou 
5. haſt made my Days as an Hand-tyeadth, and mine 
Age is as nothing before thee. And we muſt 


needs allow that St. James ſpake very appo- 
-itely, when he ſaid, What is your Lif e? „ N. 


even 4 V. avour, that pears 2 4 A time, 
and thin vanifpeth . 


FS ſoon, And 4 


Mr. Jo SRH WRIGHT, 
in what a ſurprizing mann er a Period may 


be put to this ſhort and. tranſitory Life of 
1 Almighty, who is infinite in Un- 


derſtanding, only knows. It therefore con- 
cerns us always to be rea dy, «ven becauſe, in 


ſuch, an Hour as we think not, the Son of Man 


£3 * 


5 cometh. 3 QF 10 ee 114. 24 1 ik £5; 
Theſe Words, we ſee by the beginning 'of 


them, are a practical Inference from what 


precedes; for underſtanding-of which we 
may obſerve, | that the Diſciples of our Lord 
being about to ſhew him (ver. 1.) the Build- 


ings of the Temple, he took occaſion from 


thence to tell them (ver. 2.) of the utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction of it. Whereu 
they came unto him privately, ſaying, Tell «s 
when ſhall theſe Things be? And what ſhall be 
the Sign of thy Coming, and of the. End of the 


World? * 180 
Novy theſe ſeveral Queſtions, according to 
ſome, relate to one and the ſame thing; 
namely, the Deſtruction of the Temple, Ci- 
ty and People of | Jeruſalem, . which Chriſt 
was to come and effect before. the End of 
that Age of the World. But according to 
others, they relate partly to the Deſtruction 
of . Jeruſalem, and partly to the Coming of 
Chriſt, to ſet up his Kingdom among Men; 
or, however, to judg the Quick and the 
Dead at the end of the World. And our 8a 
viour in his Anſwer had, as they think, a 


+ Reſpect to both, and ſpake one while of one, 
Kuh another while of rhe other. 
16th Wn But 
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Plain, 
8 with reſpect to the 


riſtian 
Church, or Kingdom of Chriſt, the Deſire 
tion of the Temple and 'Polity of the 


and the Day of Judgment at hs End o — 


World; that as the two former did depend, 
ſo the latter {ill doth on the Coming of 
Chriſt (cho it's true, his Coming is different- 
Iy to be cotifiderd, according to the Rela- 
cioh it hath to theſe different Purpoſes and 
Events.) Accordingly our Lord, in the Re- 
ply he made to his Diſciples, ſpake of his 
Coming in general Terms; repreſenting to 
them, firſt, the Signs (from the 57 to the latter 
part of the zoth Verſe) and then the Solem- 
nity and Awefulneſs of it (ver. 30, 31.) tel- 
ling them, chat they ſhould ſee the Son of Man 
coming in the Clouds of Heaven, with Power 
and great Glory, &c. And having thus ſaid, 
ke preſently lets them know, that what he 
had then in view, or had ſpoken before, in 
relation either to the ſetting up, or inlarging 
of his Kingdom, or the Deſtruction of the 
Teinple and Inhabitants of Jeruſalem (a Type, 
A Hon call ir, of the Deſtruction of the 
World) was very near, and ſhould be ac- | 
complied (ver. 34.) before that Generation 
ſhould paſs may. Nevertheleſs, in the laſt 
place, he freaks of the Uncertainty that Men 
wereand would * * in, conterning the N 56 
and Seaſon of it; tur of that Day an Hour 
fays he (ver. 36 )knoweth 1 Mey, Kc. And 
when he had-inifh'd what le had to fay — 
t ˖ 


U ef cal. a. Dt ̃⁰ ²d OS. Sit fe 
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M. JoszeR WRIGHT: 
that Head, he ptocceded to the Application of 
it, ſaying (ver. qu.) Watch therefore, for you 
nm mt ut Tour your Lord doth come As 
much as to ſay; that ye may be in a fafe 
Eſtate; and not ſurpriz'd and put into Con- 
fuſion, be ye never unmindful of the Coming 
of your Lord, but be always ready, even as 
thoſe who conſtantly live in the Expectation 
of it. And that this might be the more im- 
preſs d on their Minds, tis immediately ad- 
But know. thir, or (according to Dr. 


the good Man of the Houſe had known in what 
Watch (of the Night). the: Thefi-would. come, he 
would have watch'd, and would unt have ſuffer d 
* his Houſe to be broken up. And therefore, as if 
our Lord had ſaid, Seeing Men will watch 
7 © againſt a Thief, out of a regard to their 
© own Safety, if they knew of his Coming; 
it concerns you alſo. (and indeed abundant- 
ly more, as tis a matter infinitely of grea- 
ter Conſequence) to provide and make rea- 
a4 for the Coming of your Lord; ho tho 
he can't do you any Injuſtice, or commit 
2 © any Robbery, yet often comes on a ſudden, 
even as a Thief in the Night, or in ſuch 
4 Hoar'as ye think not of. In which words, 
thus briefly paraphras'd, we have to conſi- 
der, a Duty, and the a parry —_ ? 5 
1 f. A Duty, Be ye alſo ready). And as this 
Ext ortation —— 2 — to the 
of Chriſt, ſo tis addreſsd to his Diſciples, 
and ſeems to intimate, that the moſt W 


Whitbys Paraphraſe) this ye know, that if 6 


And whether. his Coming (beſides what con- ; 


. . + 4' Funeral: Sermon on 


ful among them may be ſtill better propar d; 
and that, in order to this, they have need to 
be awaken' d and rous'd up out of their ſpi- 
ritual Slumbers. And while we ſuppoſe; as 
now we do, that the Followers of Chriſt are 
incident to this drowſy Frame (either thro 
the Cares, Pleaſures, or other Incumbrances 
of this Life) the Truth of it is confirm'd 

both by ſad Experience, and by the Parable 
of our Saviour concerning the ten Virgins; 


in which we are told, that they all flumber 4 
and ſlept. And tho the words of the Text 


were immediately ſpoken to thoſe Diſciples 


of our Lord, who were contemporary with 
him; yet, according to a moral Accommoda- 
tion, they alſo bind us: as at large might be 
prov'd from the nature of the Thing, and 
from Mark 13.37. Nor is there any Duty 
that I know, which more nearly concerns, or 
is more ſtrongly preſs'd upon us. Which 
brings me to. {4 (108 1 

- 2h. The Inforcement of it; for in ſuch un | 
Hour, as je think not, the Son of | Man "cometh. | 
Thatby the Son of Man is meant our LORD, | 
(who, as we profeſs to believe, is, in 
of his Divine Perſon, the Son of God): is too 
plain to be deny'd, or to need to be-prov'd. 


cern'd: the Jews at Jeruſalem, &c.) doth re- 
ſpect only his Coming in the Clouds of Hea- 
ven, oroalſo on the Wings of Death; tis 
however very plain, That he comes at. ſuch an 
Hcur a5 \werthink not of. And, 129) brig 
[if Therefore, 


_ 


wr 
* 
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2 it concerns "itt | 
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Thereſbre, according to the Argument 
of the Text, we may obſerve, That beraeſt 
we are ignorant and uncertain of 'the Time when 


I * oy will come, we ought. aye fo be buch 4 


# his Coming. 
Or, which follows by p parity of Reaſon] 
That being uncertain "0 He Time of our 


as ſtrongly concludes for 'the Latrer. Not 


that the Symptoms and Fore-runnners are 


the ſame of each; or that we are oblig' det. to 


find out a Parallel between em: For one is 


but an Improvement upon the othef. And 
indeed ſome have thought that the Words of 


Jour Text were ſpoken (like what we have in 


Luke 12 39.) at another Time, and on ano- 


| ther Occaſion, than what is mention'd —— 


in the ſame Chapter, concerning Chriſt's C 


ing. Nor is it diſagreeable to the Method of of 


our Lord, on other Occaſions, to ſuppoſe that 
he ſpeaks of his Coming, in the Context under 
one Notion, and in the Text under uackber? 


However, of this we may be very certain, 


That our Lord, in his Anſwer or A 


pplication, 


that put the Queſt ion to him, and liv'd be- 
fore Deſerattion of Jo eru ſalem, but of thoſe 
alſo to whom it ſhou pi made known in 
all following Generations. And how can we 
ever make that uſeof our Lord's Advice as we 
= ought 


N 
* A N 
of ® ; 
15 
% 
] 


ays to be ready for 
1 And, indeed, 4 may be affign'd 
| = a Reaſon of the Former, isequally {6; and 


rd to the Benefit, not only of thoſe 


+ A Funeral Sermon on 1 
ought, unleſs in purſuance of it we prepare and 


make ready for our Change, and his Coming? 
Which two things differ, perhaps, more 


or, according to the Words of Job, bring u 
Jobzo. 23. to Death. And ng me :kaow not When 


he ſhall, by his Providence, call us hence ; 


zgainſt that Time. And accordingly, you # 
ſee, I'm led to treat, eau tina 25; | 


GB Dagan . bar m 9 21 J 
I. Ofithe Uncertainty, of the Time of our | 
| L — Death. . And, . = i "bl f f 5 5675 N 
1 Readineſs, | 


I. Of that Preparation, or 
Which we ſhou'd ever be in for it. 


On the Firſt of theſe I deſign not largely to 
inſiſt, leſt otherwiſe I ſhou d prevent my ſelf 
of hat I have to ſay upon the Second. 
Firſt then, I am to ay ſomething of the 
Uncertainty of Death. Not that tis uncertain © 
whether we-ſh die; for. as tis ſuppos'd in 
the Text that Chriſt will come, ſo Mhat an 
Pal. 89. 1g he that liveth, and ſhall-not. ſee Death? Sure- 
4% ly none can fenee againſt it when it comes to 
Eccl. 5. 8, execute its Office. For, There. is no Mam that 
hath Fomen over the Spirit to retain the Spirit; 
neither hath he Power in the Day of Death; and 
3 
our of the largeſt Ez yet, 
as, We plainly ſee, the longeſt Day will have 
ow an 


may be {aid to come to us at what time ſoever 


he will do thus, it behoves us all to be ready 


Mr. SAMUEL WRIGHT. 


an: End: and one Generation paſſeth away 
to make room for another. Nor have we- 

any reaſon, chat I know, to believe that we. 

© who ere now. olive, ſhall: nemain. unte the beg 
Coming of our Lord, from Heaven: Or chat 
like Enoch and Elias, we ſhall be tranſlated lente, High * 
and nat ſee Death. That therefore which is 
uncertain. as to our Death, reſpects onlytheꝰꝛ 
Time and other Circumſtances of it. Andy. 
even as to this, tis always to be underftopdi 


m 5 + % we 4} FAQ eV Re 


For as to him, fo — rect is his Underſtands! 

ing, that he can't but know both how, and 
here, and when we ſhall die. For f ther © 
very Hairs of our Head are al number d ie iat. 10- 
4 Sparrow ſhall not. fall on the Ground, withoug 91 30. 
our Heavenly Father: How much leſs can we 
1 855 our Zerath, without his: Knowledg: 


Providence? And therefore tho it may 

g caſual as to us, tis neyer ſo to 75 

4 ma as our Times are in his hand, ſa 

our. Days are detenmin d, the Number, of our ob 14. 5. 

E Months are wit h- him, andhe hath appointed aum 

Boaunds hat we ganmot paſs. Accordingly, v 

our Savigur's Time was come, he ga vẽ up the- 

Ghoſt; but till then none of his Enemies, 

Fcou'd. take his Life from him. Lil takes 

then for granted, whatever ſome think and 

ſay to, the —— that the Period: af our 

Days are under a Dectee. Bue when thag 

Decree: will bring forth, or. how ſoon. it will be 

nan Execution, is not for us to know... Lo 
in 
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The Uncertainty therefore of Death, as to 
the Time thereof, reſpects not God, but us. 
And that we and all Men, according to the 


Prown1.: Morrow, nor what a Day may bring forth; (i. e.) 


like Fools. And, I muſt confeſs, it ſeems to 
me not a little ſtrange that any ſhou'd ſay, 
ia · S5 alt. to Morrow ſhall be as this Day— When, as 
ve ſee, there's ſcarce any Day but preſents 
us with a new Scene of things. ” 
-?Tis a Diſpute, I know, among ſome, how 
God doth foreſee what we call Contingen- 
cies. ' But I think tis out of Controverſy, 


* 


not very plain that the Fore-Know-I 5 
theſe, and all future Events, particu 


19.41.22, Ates it to himſelf, 
„% ae nel J „bi % wot nod! 
We are wholly then at the Diſpoſal of our 
great Sovereign; and how he will contract 
or lengthen our Days, we are not able to fay. 
For, as the Preacher hath it, Mau knoweth av 
21 is 


ordinary Diſpenſation of the Almighty, are 
at an Uncertainty about it, is what is ver 
am. 4. ic · evident. For we know not what ſhall be on the. 


of things yet hidden in the Womb of Provi- 
dence. And therefore to boaſt of to Morro, 
is the ready way to diſappoint our ſelves 
nay; tis to reproach our Reaſon, and act 


that Men can have no certain Previſion of | 
*em, unleſs God ſhow'd be pleasd, in an e- 
traordinary way, to reveal em. And is it 


arly- | 
thoſe ys the 1 of it, 

uliarly belongs to him, ſince he appropri- 
= 11 ſhew the things that 2 to 
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| Mr. JosEPn WRIGHT. 
his Iime (i. e. among other Interpretations, 


the Time of his. Death) and as the Birds that Eccleſ. g. 


are caught in the Snare, ſo are the Sons of Men 12. 


® /rar'd in an evil Time, when it falleth ſuddenly 


upon. them. -And the next moment, for any . 
thing that we know, may determine the 
State of our Souls for ever. For who alas! 
can tell how many Avenues there are for 
Death, the King of Terrors, to enter in at, 
and rifle us of our Lives? On account of 
which, mayn't we truly ſay, its Foot ſteps 

are not known, and its Ways, like thoſe. of 
Providence, that governs and gives Laws to 
it, 105 finaing ute PLE 
And. O how oon can God convince us 
of, the Truth of theſe things! For ſhou'd 

he but arm againſt us (as he can whenſoever 


he will) either the Particles of Matter that 


conſtitute our Bodies, or the Powers and 
Paſſions of our Minds, wou'd they not be 
as well ready as able to let in Death preſently 


upon us? Yea, fo fine and delicate is the 


Texture, Combination, or Structure of our 
bodily Parts (as a little Skill in Anatomy 
wou'd quickly ſhew us) that a very ſmall 
matter will ſoon break the whole Frame, 


and render the Body untenantable to the 


Soul. And even throughout the ſeveral 
a of our Life, to how many Diſeaſes 
and other Accidents are we all liable? As 


therefore a Tile from an Houſe, or a Fall. 


from an Horſe, ſo Gee matters) the Stone 
ey | of 
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A Funeral Sermon on 
of a Grape, a little Fly, or a ſmall Hair, may 


ſuddenly difpatch us, and in an inftant fend 
us to our long home. Many, as we often 


ſee, are ſuddenly cut down; ſome thro a vi- 
olent Diſtemper of Body, or Diſtraction of 
Mind, and others by Arca Accidents 
from without. And as theſe Accidents are 
even innumerable to us, ſo are the Seeds and 
latent Springs of Death within us. And if 
thro ſome internal Diſorder, inviſible to us, 
the Circulation of the Blood, and the Paſ- 
ſage of the Animal Spirits, from and to the 
Bra in, be ſtop'd, a ſpeedy Death will neceſ- 
ſarily follow. Alas! we walk here but in a 
vain Shew, and in a moment the Scene is 
chang'd, and we go down to the Grave. 
Our Lite, like a Candle, is ſometimes blown 


out as ſoon as lighted, and very often before 


tis half burn'd. Nay, *tis only in order of Na- 
ture that we live before we begin to die; 
having Wind and Tide ſtill with us, we are 
ever haſtning to the Place appointed for all Liv- 
ing. And this Port, it's not to be doubted, 
we {hall quickly reach; and much ſooner, 
perhaps; than we are aware of, by means of 
Tempeſts and Rocks, Pirates and other Ac- 
cidents, not foreſeen of us; Which, tho the 
are Hindrances in other Cafes, and obſtru 
our Paſſage; yet in the Voyage we are ſpeak- 
ing of, they have a quite contrary Tendency 
and Event. Sometimes Death ſtrikes before 
tis ſeen, without giving the leaſt Item or 
| Notice 
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Notice before-hand. And *tis not its con- 


| ſtant -miethod to. ſend an Herald to proclaim 


its near Approach. *Tis true, a Black- 
Guard of Diſeaſes very often marches before 
it, to let — 1 *tis not far off, and to 
prepare the Wa. it: But yet, at certain 
Times, it palbel forward, — Beat of 
Drum, or Sound of Trumpet, on purpoſe 
to fall _ us by Surprize. Nor will it be 
prevaiP4 upon by any Intreaties, or out of 


brought about our Projects, and finifh'd our 
moſt hopeful and promiſing Enterprizes : but 
will ſtop our Breath amidit*em, how eager- 
ly foever we are bent upon em; and bear us 
away onits Wings, to the Fruſtration of all 
our Thoughts. Nor have they been a few, 
we muſt needs know, that have been ſur- 
priz'd by it in their Youth; and in the Time 


of their greateſt Health. And this, for any 


thing we are aſſar'd-of to the contrary; may 


be the Caſe of many of us. For admit that 


we are of 'an healthful Conſtitution of Body, 
and in the Prime of our Years, - 


yet this can 


goo us no Security againſt Death: For it can 


ill, and often doth at one ſtroke as well as 
by many. And as it ſometimes falls on Men 


in an unknown Way, ſo at other times it 


ruſhes on em, and that very ſuddenly, in the 
Vehicle, either of Water, Wind, or Fire. 
And Oh! How many hath it ſnatch'd out of 


B. be 


Civility towards us, to ftay till we have 


this World before they have had, or it may 
3 ä 
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be cou'ꝰd have, juſt at that time 4 ſerious 
Thought of Another And, as to ous ſelves, 
how. know we but Death may be now at 
out Heels, lifting up its Hand to give the 
fatal Blow]? And ſince it ahways rides Poſt, 
and is {till upon the Wing, Who knows how 
ſoon it may overtake us, tho it ſhou'd not, 
at preſent, be within our View? In ſhort, 
Pſal.g0.z. Man is 48 the Grafs, that in the, Morning flou- 
riſneth, and grometh up; and in the Evening is 
39. 5. ut down, and withereth. Tea, every Man at his 
bell State is altogether Jani. 
And now, if we'll but reflect on what hath 


been hinted at, We muſt needs be convinc'd 
that the Time of our Death is unknown to us. 
Fot ſeeing the Ways of Dying are ſo many, 
ſo contingent, and uncertain, as you have 
heard, how can it be but that the Time of 
Dying muſt be uncertain too? And even in 
Adts 1. 7. this Senſe, Itls nt far us (as our Saviour ſaid) 
tos up tbe Iimes, or Seaſons, which the Father 
beep put in his own Power. Tis true, The Se- 
etet g the Lord is with them that fear him; i. e. 
al. 25. Ao fax as that he-will ſpew em his Covenant; and 
14. ſo far. as is neceſſary for em: But this hinders 
not in the leaſt, that other things may be 
hidden from em. And tho the Apoſtle couw'd 
wt ſay that the Time of his Departure was at hand, 
* yet the exact Time, when he , ſhou'd die 
4 mightnevertheleſs be unknown to him. Nay, 
{uppoſe he had the knowledg of tliis alſo, 
vet we can look upon it only as a particular 
Exception from a general Rule. 


And 


Mr. Jos E PH WriGnr. 
And that none may be diſſatisfy'd, and 


take offence at” the Divine Concealment of 


this matter, *twill be here, I conceive, very 
proper to confides; That God not only out 
of his Sovereign Pleaſure, but in infinite Wiſ⸗ 


dom, and great Goodneſs to us, reſerves the 
Time of our Death as a Secret to himſelf. 


And of the Truth hereof we may be ſoon 


2 convinc'd, if we do but obſerve how agreea- 


ble this is to the State we are now in. For 
as we have no abiding Place in this World, 


ſo we are Probationers for another. And 


God dealing with us herein as free Agents, 


he will do nothing, we may be ſure, that 


looks like Force or Violence.upon our Minds; 
but will rule and govern us in ſuch a manner 


as is not unſuitable to our Natures, and claſh- 


eth not with that moral Government of his, 
which he ſupports and carries on thro the 
Power and Influence of Unſeen things. And 
therefore'as he worketh on our Hopes and 
Fears, by repreſenting, to us the Certainty 
as well as Greatneſs of future Rewards, with- 
out ſetting Heaven and Hell before our bodily 
Eyes, leſt it ſhou'd not agree with that Proof 
he deſigns to make of our Faith; nor with 
that Liberty and Scope, perhaps, Which he 
thinks fit to give to our Wills: So in like 
manner it ſeems to be his Pleaſure to let Men 
know how uncertain their preſent Life is, in- 


& ſtead of telling em that they ſhall die jull 


at ſuch a Time; that ſo not only their Qbe- 
$241 B 7 dience, 


21 


\ —y— — — 


* > 
* - p _—y — 


— 
2 5 4 


— N 


SFP 1 


E 9 * Nn I 
> 2 evo abdt- CEA. cow, 4c. 


— - 


— * mn * — 24 y 
2 — — — —— — — ——— — — 
- 


— -— 


* — — "_ * * 1 
8 * 2 *— „ . — — =_ 
; . — oo 44s * 
4 - 


— 
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dience, and Temper of Mind might be the 
better prov'd ; but that, as rational Crea- 
tures, acting on moral Grounds, they might 


always provide and make, ready for their 


Change. And if this Method: ſhowd not 
prove effectual on us, it muſt be owing to 
our ſelves; and we have not the Shadow of 
a Reaſon to think that the wiſe Governour 
of the World ſhou'd be oblig'd to have try'd 
us after another manner. 

And indeed the Good of human Society, 
and the Advantage of particular Perſons, 
ſeem to require what I have now been ar- 


guing for. For as it cowd be no Comfort 


to know under what melancholy Circum- 
ſtances ſome of us may happen to die; ſo 
neither to know the particular Time thereof. 
Nay, inſtead of comforting, *twou'd proba- 
bly imbitter all the Comforts of Life unto us, 
And if Men knew that they ſhou'd die in 
the Bloom and Prime of their Years, wou'd 
it not very much clog and embaraſs, if not 
wholly obſtruct the Improvement of man 

uſeful Arts and Sciences? And on the other 
hand, did we know that we ſhou'd live to 
old Age, what Danger alas! ſhowd we be 
in of contracting too intimate a Friendſhip 


with this World? And if our Temptations, 


thro the Depravity of human Nature, are 
3 ſpeaking now fo ſtrong (as God 

nows chey are) to induce us to put off our 
Repentance, and every thing elſe that's nn 
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ful to fit us for our great Change, notwith- 
ſtanding we are at fk an Uncertainty about 
it, what wou'd they be, ſhou'd God give us 
a long Leaſe of our Lives, and put it into 
our Hands toread and underſtand it ? Surely, 
if we know any thing, as we ought to know 
of our ſelves, and the degenerate State we 
are in, we muſt needs be apprehenſive that 
our Danger, this way, wou'd not be ſmall. 
Death, we ſee, doth very differently affect 
us, according as we find it to be near or diſ- 
tant from us. How awful a thing therefore 
is it to us, when we are upon a Sick-Bed, 
and on the Margin, as we think, of the 
Grave | But the Scene being chang'd, and 
we under other Circumſtances, how little do 
we, or the moſt of Men, regard it! And 
while we behold Death, at any great diſtance 
from us, the things of another Life are likely 
the leſs to impreſs us. For the more diſtant 
theſe are, like the heavenly Bodies, they ſeem 
ſo much the leſs to us: and by conſequence 
leſs move our Hopes and Fears concerning 
them; which yet are the Maſter-wheels, or 
great Engines of our Holy Religion. 

"Tis then to good purpoſe, you ſee, and 
conſequently don't at all diſagree with the 
Divine Goodneſs, that the Time of our 
Death is hid from us. And were it other- 
wiſe, we have too much Reaſon to fear it 
wou'd be an occaſion to Men of corrupt Dif 
. politions to indulge themſelves in Sloth and 
97! B 4 Senſuality, 
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A Funeral Sermon on © 
Senſuality, as thinking twou'd be time e- 
nough, but a little before their Death, to at- 
tend and give place to the Self. deny ing Part 
of Religion. And, indeed, we ſhou'd loſe 
the Argument of the Text, which is of a 
very cogent nature, and hath, bleſſed be 
God, been of good uſe to many; if things 
were not here with us, as hath been above 
repreſented. Therefore if the Queſtion were, 
why God hath conceaPd the Time of our 
Death, or of the Coming of Chriſt, from 
us? The Anſwer, in a few words, is, That 
we might ever be ready for it. . | 

And thus I am led from the Firſt to the 
Second General Head ; which concerns this 
Readineſs of ours. In ſpeaking to which DN 
endeavour to ſhew, 1% JU | | 

1/7. What it is. And, 
2aly. The Rea ſonableneſs of it. 
1ſt. Tis to be ſhewn what this Readineſs 


4s, or in what it conſiſts. For the opening 


and underſtanding of which, 'twill, I con- 


ceive, be very proper to diſtinguiſh between 


that which is general, and that which is more 
Particular... 3974 13. i ien ng 
As to a general Readineſs, which makes 


our Condition ſafe; 'tis, as we may gather 


from the Context (v. 42, 43:) much the ſame 
with Watchfulneſs. And accordingly, to be 
ready, is to be upon our Watch, or to act as 


"thoſe that are Expectants of the Coming of 


their Lord, And in this ſenſe, among others, 
*, | S are | 


* 
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are we, with Job, to wait till oan Change come;Job14.14. 

making our ſelves ready by the Vigilance 
Jour Minds. And truly without this Watch- 
Ffulneſs we are in manifeſt danger of falling 
into great Diſorders, and of being ſurpriz*d 

a an unfit Poſture! Vea, without it, I ſee 
not how we can keep our Garments, and not, Rev. 16. 
to our great Shame, be found naked. And, 5: 
Indeed, to this Nakedneſs, which is of 4 
moral nature, and conſequently attended 
with the greateſt Deformity, that Readineſs, 
Ne are ſpeaking of, is evidently oppos'd. The 
Man therefore that had not on a Wedding-Gar- _. 
nent, or was void of à Goſpel- Preparation, 
was ſpeechleſs; and had nothing but Bluſhes Mat. 22. 
to cover his Shame, when the Maſter of thje 
Feaſt enquir'd concerning him. And as we 
ou'd not have this to be our Caſe, we muſt 
Fee that our Souls are not undreſs'd, I mean 
3 arenew*'d : For it's moſt certain, he that hath 


* 
9 
Y 
"> 


Nat on the New Man, or (which is equivalent) Eph.4.24; 


4 


Y | : 
Path put on the Lara Jeſus Chriſt, is ready for _ 13. 
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But becauſe it may be thought not enough 
hat we ſpeak of this Readineſs as it ſtands 
pppos'd to a guilty Nakedneſs, the Effect of - + 
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pur Negligence; Pll therefore now conſider 
It more directly in it ſelf, even as to its Eſſen- 
rials, viz. Repentauce towards God, and Faith 
Fowards our Lord Jeſus.Chrif, | 
2X Repentance, as 'tis here to be confider'd, 
Zearries in it ſuch a Change of Mind as af- 
fects 
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fects the Soul with a Sorrow for Sin, ſetting 


her againſt it, with a Reſolution to forſake 
it. And without this we can never return 
aright to God, or breek off our Sins by Righ- i 
teouſneſs. And Faith, which takes in the 


Approbation of the Mind, denotes an hearty 


Compliance with the Propoſals of the Goſpel, 
concerning Chriſt and Salvation by him. 


And in theſe two is ſummarily contain'd all 


that is requir'd of us, as neceſſary to our E- 
verlaſting Happineſs. For, as there is a Re- 
Act. 11. pentance that is anto Life, and without 


18. 


Gal. f. 6. and 5 by Love ; and conſequently will 
ing leſs than the Salvation 7 our 

Streſs our 

Lord lays upon it, in that he ſays, He that 
believeth on the Son hath Everlaſting Life ; and 

Joh.3. alt. he that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee Life ; 


Souls. And we may ſee what a Streſs 


but the Wrath of God abideth on him. 


And to theſe two Heads the Apoſtle, who 
Act. 20. had not ſbun'd to declare the whole Counſel of God, 
20, 2127+ refers the whole of what he had preach'd, "i 
whether in private or publick. And theſe #8 

ppole the 


indeed, in the nature of em, do ſu 


new Birth; which ſtrikes at the Lite of Sin, 
and oppoſes its Reign; and without which 
Joh.3.3,5. We Can never ſee, or enter into the Ring dom 


1 k 


Luk. 13.3. Which we ſhou'd periſh, ſeeing without it 
our Sins wou'd never be blotted out, nor our 
AG. 3. 19. Souls refreſb'd from the Preſence of the Lord : 
So there is a Faith which diſtinguiſhes it ſelf 
Ch. 15. 9. from that of Devils, by parifying the Heart, 
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5 ef God, Yea, they are the things that, in 


E | 


n accompany Salvation. For by them we come 
Ito have an Intereſt in Chriſt ; and by conſe. 
e quence in his ſaving Benefits; ſeeing they are 
* 

l, 
1. And believe me, Sirs, without ſuch an In- 
11 tereſt there's nothing that will ſtand us in 
i- Wſtead in the Hour of Death, or skreen us 


from the Wrath to come. Therefore tis the 
ir Concernment of us all to receive Chriſt into 


Jour Hearts by Faith; and to fee that we are 
ingrafted into him, thro the Power of the 
75 Holy Ghoſt. And on ſuppoſition that we 


the Phraſe of the Author to the Hebrews, do Hebs 6.9. 


bleſſed that die in the Lord, and there is uo Cons _ 14. 
denmation to them which are in Christ Jeſus. Roms. 1. 


abide in him and he in Hs, we {hall certainly Joh. 15. . 


tf, 3 have Confidence, and not be aſham'd before him 7 Joh. 2. 


ill et his Coming. 
ur In a word, tis by a due diſcharge of theſe 
ur important Duties of Faith and Repentance, 
at that we are, for the ſake of Chriſt, brought 
nd into a State of Peace and Reconciliation with 
„ God, and are made Partakers of his Holi- 
Ineſs; without which we can't now enjoy 
ho [Communion with him, nor hereafter ſhare 
d, the Heavenly Inheritance among them who 
d, Ware ſanctify'd. And the truth is (whatever 
eſe be the Preſumption of ſome) if we remain 
he unſanctify'd, or not renew'd and juſtify'd in 
in, this World, we ſhall never be glorify'd in 
ch the next. For if God be our Adverſary, and 
om we agree not with him while we are in the way, 
of WM. 5 how 


— 
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how can we expect but that he ſhou'd deliver 
Mat. 5. 25. 4s to the Tormentors, and we, as the Conſe- 
quence of it, lie in Priſon for ever? And un- 

leſs our Hearts are purify'd by Faith, and ſo 

(if not in a more immediate way) are made 
holy, we ſhall neceſſarily be deſtitute of the 
moral Image, or Likeneſs of God. And be- 
ing not like him, as amiable an Object as he 

is, we cannot love, 6r enjoy him: therefore we 

Heb. 12. are expreſly told, that without Holineſs no Man 
8 ſhall ſee the Lord. And moral Uncleanneſs 
continu'd in, as is eaſy to collect from other 
Portions of Sacred Scripture, will unfit us for, 

and even exclude us, the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. And if we'll but exerciſe our Reaſon, 
ho can we ſuppoſe it ſhou'd be otherwiſe, 
Pal. 17. ſince *tis only in Righteonſneſs that we can 
* behold God's Face, from whom the Sum of 
our Happineſs 1s deriv'd? And unlefs the 1 
Subject be attemper'd, and ſuited to the Na- 

ture of the Object, there can be no more 
Fellowſhip in this caſe than is betwixt Light 3 

And Darkneſs: Conſequently if our Souls are 

not changꝰd into the Divine Likeneſs, we can 
never ſtand (to uſe the words of the Men of 

1 Sam. 6. tk nab} before this holy Lord God; or bi 3 
2% fit for the Society, and Hallelujahs, of the 
Place of his Holineſs : nor will the Joy and 
Pleaſure, Which the Saints find in his Pre. 
fence, to the raviſhing of their Souls; be at 
all grateful and entertaining, but the quite * 
Contrary, to all ſuch Wretches as ſhall remain 
v7 Of | in 
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their Filthineſs. For an impure Soul, as 
b, is ina moral, and L had almoſt ſaid na- 


e- 8 

n. ral, as well as Legal Incapacity of - 

ſo enjoying Him, who is the chief G 

de or doth. the Character of Veſſels 1 Mercy Rom. 9. 
he long to any, that I know, ſave ſuch as, in 23. 

e- 1 | the Apoſtle's MACS, are gore prepar's unto 

1 THolinefs therefore is ; not merely the Con-: 


W:ion of, our Happineſs; but it diſpoſes, 
ry Wd qualifies us for it. And the Seeds of 
4 is Holineſs being ſown in our Faith and 
* Nepentance, we mare accordingly to attend 
p Kol: Duties, as we wou'd have our Fruit unto Do. 6. 
1 I Polineſs, and in the end Everlaſting Life. 22. 
J And all they, we may be ſure, are Heirs of 
an de Kingdom, whoſe Faith is not dead, nor 
of Y Without Repentance from dead Works, and who | 
hi e wrong hu, as St. Paul ſpeaks, for the ſelf- 2Cor.s. s. 
"ll 7 e thing thereby. 
"| þ Briefly then, to be * for Death, is to be 
my ly religious in Heart and Life; Which we 
In never be, till we are acquainted with 
e Power of Godlineſs, the one thing needful 
wy Eternal Life and Peace. And whatever 
be e may think, unleſs this be our Caſe, that 
h except we are true Penitents, and ſincere 
38 Pelievers, we ſhall never be approv'd of, and 
e. cknowledg'd by Chrift, or eſcape the Dan- 
* 5 er we are in, of dying in our Sins. Joh.S. 24. 
1 3 But as there is a general, ſo a more particu- 
" ar and ſpecial, Readineſs to be conſider'd. 
As therefore every good Chriſtian who is ha- 


in 
bitually 


re 
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bitually prepar'd, is not actually ready for 
the Lord's Table, ſo is it as to a Preparation 
and Readineſs for another World. And tho * 
the former ſort of Readineſs, ſubordinately 1 
to Chriſt, will ſecure us againſt the Sting, yet 
ris the latter that will, eſpecially, deliver us 
from the Fear of Death, And in what doth q 

this Readineſs, that thus makes for our pre- 
ſent as well as future Comfort, conſiſt, but in 
an eminent Degree and vigorous Exerciſe of ? 1 
Grace; a — Aſſurance of the 
Love and Favour of God, and a Willingneſs 
to leave this World, and to be with Chriſt? 
And as the Firſt of theſe makes way for the 
Second, ſo the Second is ordinarily attended 1 
with the Third. 1 
As to the Degrees and Exerciſe of Grace, 
let it be conſider'd, That tho for the ſake of 1 
Chriſt's Merit all true Believers ſhou'd have 
an equal Right and Title to the Kingdom of 9 
Heaven, yet tis reaſonable to believe that in | 

proportion to the Meaſure and different De- 
grees of their Grace and Holineſs here, will! 4 
be their Glory hereafter. Conſequently, the 
more Holy and Heavenly we are in this 
World, the more fit for another. And even 3 
here, in all probability, the more Grace, the 
more Boldneſs we ſhall have in an Hour of 
Death: And eſpecially if the Exerciſe of 
Grace be then but vigorous; for on ſuppo- 
ſition of this we ſhall be in the way, not only ; 

to increaſe it, but to have in our ſelves the 
Evidence of it. Therefore as when, thro 
our 1 
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or Pur Default, Grace lies dormant, and is not . 

on WMird up in us, tis hard to find it out, or to 

ho Wiſtinguiſh it from that which is counterfeit ; 

ly Þ when its Acts are lively and ſtrong, *tis as 

et e Bird on the Wing, the more eaſy to be 

us Miſcern d: And b "tie means, it's highl 

th Probable, we ſhall be deliver'd from thoſe 

e- Doubts and Fears which frequently attend 

in dying Bed. Nay, when we reflect upon 

of he Grace of God beſtow'd upon us, how can 

he We at the Article of Death but greatly refreſh 

eſs And comfort us, fince by this we come to be 

? Aſſur'd of the Love of God towards us? For «4 

he pPereby we know that he abideth in us, ſo alſo that 0» 

ed pe loveth ws, even by the Spirit of Grace and of ..Y 
Holineſs, which he hath given us. And the | 

ce, Leve of God, this way, ſbed abroad in our Rom.s, . 

of Fearts, will help us, inſtead of being afraid | 

ve pf Death, to triumph over it; as knowi 

of Whar tho it ſeparates betwixt Soul and Body, 4 

in et it can't ſeparate us from the Love of God, Ch. 8. ult. 

be- Which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 8 

ill And when _ are once come to this 

he paſs, how can we but be willing to leave e- 

his Wery thing here, and to be where Chriſt is? 

en Fhich is ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind as ſuppo- 

he es us not to be glu'd and knit to this World, 

of Hy our Affections; but to be wean'd from it 

of and all its Vanities. And how ready then 

50- ball we be at the Call of Chriſt, not only to 

ily Pid, but encourage our Souls to go forth, and 

the ot to be reluctant, or ſhew an Unwilling- 

oMels to depart ! Earthly-mindednefs, indeed, 

uri will 4 


U 
, 
— 
- 
: 
: 


; 1 | Mat17-4- Will incline us to ſay, 1 good to be; ßen 
'_ And therefore well might the Son of Sack 


even long to go hence, as kn 
18 not Our Reſt. i, #7 Finch Ty; t6 hdr I! 


Death, tho not deſirable in it ſelf, yet is ſo 
wm reſpect of its happy Conſequents. And O! 


Judg,5-2 ry. its; Chariok-Wheels ſo long? or, with the 
| Church, Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly And 
ö 4. ; whatever 


* 
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WEE whatever Averſion there is in our Nature 
eh to Death, yet *tis the undoubted Property 
F and juſt Character of the Saints, to wait for 
N- and love the Appearance of Chriſt. And the 


more full our Hearts are of this Love, the 
he more fit, we may aſſure ourſelves, we are for 
the Coming of our Lord. And how reaſona- 


p ble *tis that we ſhow'd be ready in the ſeveral 
Reſpects which have been mention'd, is 

Ihe Second thing to be inſiſted on. In 
order to which let it be conſider'd, 1. That 
Jas he who gives the Advice, which we are 
now upon, is One who hath an abſolute 
Dominion over us, a perfect Knowledg of 
zus and what is neceſſary for our Happi- 
Meſs, and wants not Love, or Good-will 
o us (which ſhou'd gain our Attention to 
hat he ſays) ſo he will come cer long in the 
Quality of a Bridegroom to ſome, and of a 


&* 
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Nudg to all. 
Our Lord Jeſus, 'tis very plain, is the 
Pridegroom of the Church myſtically conſi- 


er'd. And as ſuch he will come to the ſe- 


* 


A 
Fcral and particular Members of it; they 
Peing efpows?d to him as chaſte Virgins. Now 2 Cor. 11. 
e frequently ſee, and 'tis hinted at by ſome 2. 
0 f the inſpir'd Writers, that 4 Bride will not Jer. 2. 32. 
th forget to put on her Attire, or to adorn herſelf Ia. 51. 10. 
nd ith her Jewels; and New Jeruſalem 1s ſaid to | 
Me prepar'd as a Bride adorn d for ber Husband. Rev. al. . 
ar- 3 herefore, when the Marriage of the Lamb is 
as SFome, wou'd it not be very diſagreeable, and 
nd great Shame, in his Wife, not to have _ | 
er 4 e 
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Rev.19.8. ſelf ready? eſpecially, ſince to her is granted, 
that ſhe how e arrayd in fine Linen, clean 

and white, which is the Righteouſneſs of Saints. 
And ſeeing to celebrate the Nuptials between 
them, the Bridegroom will come at laſt, not 
only in Power, but great Glory, and with all 
the Enſigns of Greatneſs and Royalty; ſhouw'd 
Pal. 45- we not {ee that, like the Kjng's Daughter, we 
frre all glorious within, and that our Clothing is 
of wrought Gold? That fo, as the Spouſe, in 

the Song of Solomon, we may be all fair, and 
Cant-4-7. have uo Spot in us: And conſequently may be 
prepar'd and made meet for the Solemnity of 

that bright and glorious Day. 
And, the Truth is, tho the Condeſcenſion » 4 
of the King of Glory be ſuch, that he will 
not diſdain to take his Bride from the Dungx- 
hill, yet that ſhe may be the Object of his 
Delight, ſhe muſt be cleans'd from her Fil- 
Rev.7.14. thineſs, and have her Robes waſh'd and made 
white in the Blood 4 the Lamb. And unleſs 

this be our Caſe, Chriſt will ſhut the Door 
againſt us, and never permit us to go in 

with him to the Marriage. How much 
therefore doth it concern us to have on the 
Medding-Garment? which comprehends, as 
think, the whole of that Preparation which 

is neceſſary to fit us for the Coming of Chriſt. 

And whether we are ready or not, at the 
midnight-Cry, to go out and meet the Bride- 
groom, yet *tis very certain, that as a judg 

Chriſt will come to us all without exception. 

Jam. 5-5- As ſuch indeed, he ſtands before the Door. And i 
whenever 


1 
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whenever he comes, whether in the Clouds 


* 
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with him, to give to every Man according as his 


not only of Death but of Hell, or of the State 
after Death, viz. the inviſible World. Con- 
ſequently, it behoves us to be ready againſt 


gainſt ungodly Men, and to ſtand before the 
Son of Man. Had we a Trial here depending 
for our Lives, or but for our Eſtates, how 
careful ſhou'd we be to have all in a readi- 
nieſs againſt the Time of its being brought 
on? And han't we infinitely more reaſon to 
be diligent and expeditious in our Prepara- 
tions againſt that Hour which the Text men- 
tions? For is there any thing that we can 
name or think of, that is of equal moment 
with it, or which ſo nearly concerns us? 
LNay, are not all things elſe, tho in the com- 
mon Opinion of great Conſequence, but 
mere Trifles, Shadows, and Impertinencies, 
in compariſon of it? And how {light ſoever 
2 our Thoughts may now be about it, yet when 
= this Judg ſhall come to call us to an account, 
2X who of us all but wow'd be glad to be found 
1 therefore, that 


35 
at laſt, or by Death before, his Reward will be Rev. 22.12 


Work ſhall be. And in his Hands are the Kyys Rer. i. 18. 


his Coming; that we may be accounted worthy Luk. 21. 
0 eſcape all thoſe Evils that are denounc'd a- 36. 
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Cb. 11. 9. think it to be Madneſs to walk in the Ways of 
our Heart, and in the Sight of our Eyes. And 
did we every one of us, in our Soliloquies, 
but ſay to our ſelves, as the Preacher to the 
young Man, Kow that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee to Judgment; how ſoon, and 
effectually too, ſhouw'd we be awaken'd into 
a Senſe of the Reaſonableneſs of our being 
ready for it? and be made to ſee that all our 
Actions which relate to a future State, are 
good or evil, praiſe-worthy or culpable, as 
they hinder or further the Happineſs of it ? 
That there will be ſuch an Audit, or Day 
of Judgment, is but agreeable to the No- 
tions that Men, in every Age and Nation, 
ſeem to have had of a Deity. And to us, 
and many others, it comes confirm'd with a 
Divine Teſtimony. And, indeed, if Man 
were not an accountable, for what reaſon is 
he a rational Creature, and put into a Capa- 
city of Subjection to a moral Government? 
Lea, what wou'd that Law ſignify, which he 
is put under by his Maker, if *twere not e- 
ſtabliſn'd with a due and proper San&ion ; * 
namely, of Rewards on the one hand, and 
Puniſhments on the other? And an exact 
Diſtribution of theſe, in proportion to the 
Goodneſs or Pravity of Mens Actions, being 
not here made, at leaſt not conſtantly, by 
Providence; Juſtice requires, on ſuppoſition 
of ſuch a Sanction, (without which all Laws 
wou'd be inſignificant) that it be done, and 
in no wiſe neglected, hereafter. And to deny 
"0 this, A 1 
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1 2 this, what were it but in effect to ſay (ac- 

„9 Ten to the Expoſtulation of the Pſalmiſt, 

2 which was ſpoken, perhaps, either pa ſlionate- 

| Wy, or but in a rhetorical way) That all Men Pal. 29. 

1 4 were made in vain? as — they were 

» Wif they had no relation to another Life, and 

3 had all their Reward in this. 

r In a word, not to allow of the Premiſes 

e ere to put our ſelves out of a Capacity of 

8 b giving any tolerable account of certain Diffi-- 
culties in Providence, or of making any An- 

y | ſwer to ſuch Objections, as ſome are ready 

. = ace to make againſt its Meaſures. Nay, 

„ Ptwere to contradict the natural Sentiments 

„ of our Minds, and to ſtop the Proceedings 

2 3 of Conſcience, which, in the diſcharge of 

n F er Office, always ſuppoſes an higher Tribu- 

s nal and Judg. In conſequence of yyhich, Re- 

4 ligion wou' d be pluck*d up by the roots, and 

> | 3R eh abandon d by us. | 

e And what, tho the Day in which God will * _ 17. 


e Y judg the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 

hom he hath ordain d, ſhall not commence but 
Fat the End of the World; yet according, not 
> | 9 Pay to the Hopes and Fears of our Minds, 
e but to the Parable of our Saviour concerning 
g the Rich Man and Lazarus, and what one 
y 2X Apoſtle fays of the Spirits of jus Men, and 
n another of the Spirits in Priſon; is it not rea- 
1 1 ſonable to believe that the Condition of Men 
d will be determin'd, and every one actually 
iy | put into a State of Happineſs or Miſery, 4 
2 F whenſoever i it ſhall be that Chriſt will come 

"1 ; C3 and 
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and call *em hence? And by their State and 
Circumſtances, then, they will undoubtedly 
know (how doubtful ſoever it be to em now) 
how *twill go with 'em for ever. And 
conſidering the Omniſcience and Impartia- 
lity of this Judg, by whoſe Sentence all 
of us muſt ſtand or fall, ſhow'd we not paſs the 
Time 7 our Sojourning here with Fear? And 
inſtead of being precipitant and raſh, act 
with all the Precaution and Care, that we 
are capable of? Surely this is an Affair that 
is infinitely ſerious; nor is there any thing 
of that Weight, as to be put in the Ballance 
againſt it. For 'tis evidently of the ſame 
Concernment to us, as Everlaſting Life and 
Death; fince, in the Iſſue, twill be either 
one or t'other. 

And Oh! How dreadful muſt it be to be 
caſt at this Bar, from whence no Appeal can 
be made ! For tho a more general Aſſize ſhall 
afterwards be held, yet inſtead of reverſing, 
it will ratify and confirm what is herg done; 
and add to the Terrour of all ungodly Men. 
So that to be caſt in this one Trial, is what 
will undo us for ever. But, 

2aly. That we may farther ſee how rea- 
ſonable *tis that we ſhou'd all be prepar'd to 
die, let us well conſider the preſent State and 
Circumſtances of our ſelves. We really are 
in this World, what our Fore-fathers con- 
Heb. 11. feſs'd themſelves to be, Strangers and Pilgrims. 
3% The Conſequence of which is, That, having 
Ch.13-14 no continuing City here, we ought to ſeek, and 

| [ timely 
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timely make ſure of, one that is to come. And 
as we all profeſs to be the Servants of God, 
and Soldiers of Chriſt; as ſuch it behoves us to 
be ready at all Commands. 

And indeed, the good things that God hath 
depoſited in our Hands, are of the nature 
of Talents for us to improve: and we, accor- 
dingly, are related to him as Stewards. And 
ſince we are ſo, ſhowd we not, by Self: re- 
flection, look over and examine our Accounts, 
and ſee that they be ſtill ready, and ſtand 
fair, that ſo whenever they ſhall be calPd 
for, we may give them up with Joy, and not 
with Grief ? / 

Moreover, let it be conſider'd, That we 
are all under the Sentence of Death, can die 
but once; and don't know how ſoon, and 
ſudden, our Change may be. 

We are none of us, I perſuade my elf, 
ſo brain-fick as to think that we {hall not die. 
And how ſhou'd we, ſince the Prince and the 
Beggar, that ſo much differ one from a- 
nother, tho not in their natural Frame and 
Conſtitution, yet in their manner of Life and 
outward Circumſtances, are nevertheſs upon 
a level, as to the Neceſſity, and Doom the 
are under, of dying? And therefore thoſe 
that have the largeſt Fortunes, and greateſt 


Power, and that are ſaid to be Gods, ſhall pai. 82. 
notwithſtanding die like Men. And we may % 7: 


be ſure *rwou'd be to no purpoſe to offer 
a Bribe to Death, or to ſhew a Reluctan- 
cy when we approach it. And ſeeing by 
C 4 our 
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our greateſt Strength and Art, we can never 
eſcape, ar fence againſt the fatal Stroke, 
Mou'd we not make a Virtue of Neceſſity, 
by providing for it? And who that ſees him- 
ſelf on the Horizon of another World, but 
wowd with that he had ſpent his Time this 
Way, and had made a greater Progreſs there- 
in? Why then jhowd we not be of the ſame 
mind about that important Work, as we ſhall 
certainly be, if we have our Senſes when we 
come to die? Ar which time all choſe Miſts 
and falle Lights, which now blind or dazzle 
the Eycs of Mien, being ſcatter'd and made 
to vaniſh, we ſhall not only att without Diſ- 
guiſe, but judg of things without thoſe Pre- 
judices that now biaſs our Minds too often; 
and from which *rwou'd be our great Ad- 
vantage at all times to be free. And fay 
*twere only probable, or but poſſible that we 
ſhowd die; and inſtead of being written in 
the Volume of God's Decrees, a Chance for 
our Life ſhou'd be put into our hands; yet in 
a thing of ſuch moment, common Pru- 
dence, one wou'd think, ſhou'd teach us to 
provide, as we are wont to ſay, for the worſt, 
And how much more ſhou'd we then provide 
againſt ſuch an Hour, when we have ſo am- 
ple an Aſſurance that *twill certainly came ? 

And the rather ſhou'd we be induc'd to 
Heb. g. 7 this, becauſe we can die but once. For tho, in 
the Revelation of St. John, mention is made 
of the ſecoud Death, yet that is, manifeſtly, 
of a dicferent kind from this. Nor is this, 

8 that 
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hat I can find, ever to be repeated on us. If 
therefore « Man die, ſays Job, ſball he live a- Job 14.14; 
gain? The Anſwer to which, I confeſs, may 
be made in the Affirmative; elſe what ſhall 
e make of that great Article of our Chriſ- 
tian Creed, which concerns the Reſurrection of 
he Bod)? Howbeit, agreeably both to that 
Nueſtion and the Analogy of Faith, we ma 

ake leave to ſay, that he ſhall not ſo live as 
o return to his former Place and State, and 
PO be put into a Capacity of dying again, or 
f amending what was before amiſs, either 
Svith reſpect to his Life or Death. Nor is 
his at all contradicted by any thing which 
Appears, either in the caſe of Lazaras, or of 


; ny others who were rais'd from the Dead: 
- Wad therefore, tho to die well is a matter of 
7 WMihiaite Concernment, and on many accounts 
extremely difficult, yet we have only one 
1 Laſt for it, and a ſecond Eſſay will never be 
r gllow'd us. Yea, tho to die is a thing which 
n full of hazard, and what never before $a 
ame under our Experience; yet whatever. 
o Me the Iſſue on't, 'twill never fall to our Lot, 
t. Properly ſpeaking, to die twice: For tho 
e Peath will admit of a ſort, of Prelude, yet 
1- Worof a previous Trial, which in many other 

EE aſes is not uncommon. © So that ſhould we 
to Pow miſcarry in paſſing this tremendous 
in ulph (which is dreadful to think) another 
le xperiment is not to be made, but we are 
y, Melt for ever. 


Many 
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Eccl.11.3- Wiſeman obſerves, in the Place where the Tree 
falleth, there it ſhall be; yea there is no Work, | 


— — 
9 — 


— = 2 
— ———— —— 
* 


— — — 
an, —— ——— — — 
— — 


A Funeral Sermon on 


Many of the'Loſſes which we here ſuſtain, 
thro Careleſneſs or otherwiſe, may, as every 
one knows, be retriev'd and made up again. 


And the Errors we commit in one Scene of | 


our Life, are oftentimes amended in ano- 
ther ; but in the Caſe before us, nothing of 
this kind is poſſible to be done: For, as the 


he tells us, and conſequently no Repentance, 


in the Grave : nor 1s there any returning from | 


thence to do that Work, or any Place to be 


found for it in the infernal Priſon, tho never | 


ſo carefully ſought for, and that with Floods 
of Tears. And therefore who that conſiders 


this Matter as he ought, but ſees that it high- 
ly concerns us, by a diligent Preparation, to 
make {ure of a happy End? or to ſee that our 


Work be done before Death prevents us ? 


And as for this Reaſon our Preparation | 
can't but be neceſſary, ſo conſidering that we 


know not how ſoon we may die, nothing is 


more plain than that we ought always to be | 


ready. 
Time 1s ſtill on the Wing, and ſwiftly 


paſſes away; and yet who is able to think 


how much depends upon our well or ill ma- 


nagement of its haſty Moments? Whether 
we work or play, its Motion 1s the ſame, and 


will never ſtop or be retrograde at our Com- 


mand, whatever the Sun did in Joſbua's time. 


Yea, with a Motion equal to that of Time, 
we ride poſt to the Grave, and on a ſudden 
{tumble 
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„ ſtumble and fall into it, and fo are ſwallow'd 
up in Eternity; and Time, as to us, will be 
1. no more. And being uncertain of what 
may yet be to come of it, is ir not very rea- 
- EW ſonable that we take it by the Forelock, as 
ft Won much leſs occaſions we are wont to do, 
E without needing to be perſuaded to it? And 
to depend upon a precarious and contin- 


©, Weent Futurity, what would it argue but 
©, that we were not well in our Wits, and fo 
n would bring a reproach on our Reaſon ? 
e And fo much the more, in that as uncertain 


Jas our Life is, tis nevertheleſs, even here, to 


Is ¶be reſolv'd which of theſe two Eſtates, viz. 
rs Ja happy or miſerable Eternity, ſhall be ours. 
1- WAnd if Death ſhould come before we have 


1 made ſure of the firſt of theſe, Good God! 


ir what a Condition ſhould we be in? 

he fatal Dart, for any thing we know, is Prov. 7- 
n Wready to ftrike thro our Liver: and is it not 
ve Wſtrange, to an Aſtoniſhment, that we not- 


withitanding can ſleep ſo ſound, and be fo ea- 
ſy in our Minds, even tho we can't tell how 
trail and ſhort-liv'd we are here, and whe- 
her we mayn't have the Portion of Devils 
Wereafter ? Alas! when is it but our Lives 
n one account or another are in jeopardy ? 
Or what Time is there which we can call our 
own but the preſent? And therefore ſince 
the Danger of Death we are in is thus con- 
- Witant, what remains but that our Preparation 


ing, in the laſt place, 
zaly, 


for it ſhould be fo too? Eſpecially conſider- 
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3aly. How awful and important a thing it 
is to die. That 'tis terrible, will appear, if 
we only look to Death it-ſelf; for it reſcinds 
thoſe Bonds, whatever they be, by which the 
Soul and Body are united; and Nature ſhews, 
by the Recoil ſhe makes at its approach, 
what a Reluctancy ſhe hath unto it. And 
nothing leſs than this we may gather, not 
only Min what we read of Death in the 
Book of Job, and from the Philoſopherg, but 
allo from what was obſervable in our Sa- 
viour, and we feel in our ſelves about it. But 
if we proceed further in our Thoughts on 
this Subject, and look into its inevitable Con- 
ſequents, how awful a thing will it then ap- 
pear to be 4 | 

Death, we know, is the firſt of the four 
laſt things, and makes way for all the reſt; | 
for at the Heels of Death cloſely follows | 
what, with an Emphaſis, the Apoſtle calls 
the Judgment; and this, as well as that, be- 
ing under the Appointmeat of Heaven, can- 
not be eſcap'd by the Sons of Men. And 
when Death {hall bear away our Souls on its 
ſwift and ſtrong Wings, where will it ſer em 
down,but before the Judg of the whole Earth? 
Eccl. 12.7. For as the Body ſhall return to the Earth as it 
was, ſo the Spirit (that ſhe may know her 
State and Place of Abode, till ſhe receives her 
final Doom) ſhall return unto God who gave it. 
Accordingly, at the time of our Diſſolu- 
tion, the Soul falls, in another manner than 
ever before, into the hands of the living _ 
1 | An 
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And Oh how fearful à thing muſt that be to Heb. 11. 
very Soul that is without Chriſt, and in .a a 
State of Enmity againſt God | | 
Death, *tis true, deprives the Body of Life, 
nd makes it inſenſible; but to the Soul ' tis 
s a Summons to give an account of her ſelf, 
ind of the Deeds done in the Body, unto God. 
And the Caſe that's then to be decided is of 
ao leſs moment, than whether we ſhall be - 
appy or miſerable for ever : ſo that to die, 
s, in its Conſequence (whatever we may 
hink on't) to be ſav'd or damn'd, admitted 
nto or driven from the bliſsful Preſence of 
OD. Conſequently nothing can be more 
reaſonable, than that we take ſuch Meaſures 
Svhile we live, that when and whereſoever we 
hall die, we may be poſſeſs'd of the Felicity 
Ind Joy of the one, and ſecur'd againſt the 
Horror and Miſery of the other; which, as 
W&reat as they be, on both ſides, are equal, in 
duration, with the long and numberleſs Ages 
f Eternity. | 
And now to make ſome Reflections on the 
yhole, what hath been ſaid ſerves, 
1ſt. To tax our Selt-flattery, and Negli- 
Pence, in deferring, in the Senſe that our 
Word enjoins us, to make our ſelves ready. 
The firſt of theſe diſcovers it-ſelf, in putting 
he evil Day far from us, and having a depen- 
dance on this not only ſhort, but uncertain 
Life of ours. And if to raiſe our Hopes on 
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me what it is? The rich Man therefore ii 
the Goſpel was branded, and that very juſtly 
with the diſgraceful Appellation of a F 
for that, among other things, he flatter'd 
himſelf into the hopes of a long Life, ſaying 
in his Addreſſes to himſelf, and when he 
ſeem'd inwardly to retire (at which time one 
would have expected that he ſhould havg 
thought better) Saul, take thine Eaſe, thou haf 
much Goods laid up for Tears; whereadl 
*was neither his healthful Conſtitution of Be 
dy, whatever it might be, nor the Greatneſs 
of his Poſſeſſions, as large as they were, which 
could ſecure him from the Power and Stroke 
of Death: For as the Parable relates, Gai 
ſaid unto him, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul 
fball be requir d of thee. And we mult needs 
think this was the more ſurprizing unto him, 
in that he apparently had ſo great a Depen- 
dance on the contrary ; like others of his Cha- 
racer, who are confident of the Concluſion 
how ignorant ſoever they are of the Premiſes.| 
Some, tis true, live to old Age; but, alas 
how many are either nip'd in the Bud, or cut 
down in the Flower — Prime of their Vears? 
And who is there that knows his Lot before- 
hand in this Caſe? Or who hath not more 
Reaſon to fear the latter (ſo far as *tis an E- 
vil) than to hope for the former? And yet, 
alas! how prone are we to indulge our 2 
in our vain Hopes and Self- flatteries, leſt 
otherwiſe we ſhould diſturb the Repoſe and 
Peace of our Minds | But whatever Eaſe we 
may 
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ay have for the preſent, from this ſo plea- 
and common an Opiate; yet who, except 
thoſe who during its Operation, can't open 
Wtheir Eyes, or wink themſelves into Igno- 
rance, can at all believe that it renders our 
Condition ever the more ſafe ? And the Truth 
is, to ſooth our ſelves at this rate, were to act 
ve not only below our Reaſon, but even contra- 
ry to che Deſign as well of Providence as Re- 


eas velation. For why is God's Hand lifted wp Ila. 26.11. 


againſt one and another, but that we might 


okeW way, but that others might fear, and not lon- 


make this uſe of the Divine Providence, how 
Scan we take the many Hints it gives us, or 
anſwer the End, as we ought, of thoſe ſur- 

Wpriziag Inſtances of our Mortality, which it 
-W affords us from time to time? And ſhould we, 
W inſtead of being awaken'd and rous'd up, 

become ftupid and harden'd ; or, in other 
words, grow careleſs and ſecure, notwith- 


by Day as well as by Night, and is often un- 
ſeen till it hits the Mark; how dreadfully 
vil 8 the Conſequeace of it like to be? And 
herefore ſo far as we are guilty in this mat- 
ter, having not that regard to theVoice of 
God, or to our own Danger, as we ought to 
have, we muſt needs deſerve Reproof. 


for delaying to make our ſelves ready * 
| | that 


(0 ſee it, and take warning from it? And Why 
ich are ſome ſmitten and ſuddenly ſnatch'd 54 


ger remain in their Security ? And unleſs we 


ſtanding the Arrow of the Almighty flieth 
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that Hour we have been ſpeaking of: For as 
the nature of the thing difcovers it to be diſ- 
ingenuous, ſo the Text we are upon proves 
it to be ſinful and fooliſh. If we look but 
into the thing it-ſelf, the Diſingenuity of it, 
one would think, muſt preſently be ſeen: 
For if to put off HIM, from whom we derive 
our Being and Happineſs, with the. Dregs, 
viz. the worſt as well as laſt and uncertain 
part of our Time, ben't diſingenuous, who is 
able to apprehend what is? Prodigious | 
that we ſhould ſo requite the Lord, as to 
have nothing but decrepit old Age, or the | 
Gleanings of the Vintage, to dedicate to 
him! Surely, unleſs we are abandon'd to 
Folly, we can never think that 'tis con- 
ſiſtent with a Principle of Ingenuity, to be ſo 
ſcanty in our Allowances of Time for his 
Worſhip and Service, and the Advancement | 
of his Intereſt and Glory in the World, and 
yet be profuſely liberal of it towards both 
hisand our Enemies. Alas! that we ſhould 
have nothing to ſpare for him, but . only 
a Preſent of their Refuſe and Leavings ! 
Which, tho too little conſider'd, is what in 
its own Light we may fee is very diſinge- 
nuous; and accordingly we may juſtly fear 
will be rejected by HIM to whom it is pre- 
tended to be offer d. And 'tis, we may, be 
certain, no ſmall Slight, nay an inſupporta- 
ble Affront offer'd to the Majeſty: of Heaven, 
to bring him the Blind, and the Lame, and the 
Sick, or any thing indeed that is corrupt, hav- 
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But perhaps you'l ſay; that theſe are that 
Amuſements ; for we have no . 
Chriſt will yet come, and therefore we'l hope 
the beſt, and not * in dread of ſuch a Sur- 
prize, as we have now been told of. 

In anſwer to which, tho I'll not deny that 
Chriſt mayn't yet come, yet the Queſtion I'm 
about to propoſe is nongh, one would think, 
to ſurprize the . , in Sion with. Fearful- 

nac 


neſs; and tis only this, What if he ſhould 

to many) at una wares, 
unready, how deplorable will our 
Con tion 95 he'd And who that's wiſe 
would ever leave a thing of ſuch Conſ lequence 


to a-Pergdventure?., And where the Hazard 1 is 
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in what 2 forlorn St State ſhall we all find our 
ſelves to be, if not 9 to day the things 
which 


4 


Mr. Jos ER \Wxi&rr. 
which belong 10 oar everlaſting Pere, they 
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ſhould ever after be hid from our Eyes? Con- Luke 19. | 


ſequently what Folly is it to indulge our + 


ſelves in ſuch Neglects and Delays, as contri- 
bute not to our real Comfort and Advantage 


Here, and will, if nor timely redreſs'd, be- 


tray us into eternal Miſeries Hereafter*? 
And tho we are not ſo ſenſible, as might 
be wiſh'd, of the Danger and fatal Conſe- 
quence. of theſe Delays, if perſiſted in; yet 
our great Enemy we may be ſure is appris'd 
of this; elſe why is he ſo reſtleſs, as we find 
him, in his Temptations to make us delay 
our Repentance? And whatever our Inad- 
vertency is, he undoubtedly conſiders, that as 
ve can't have a better Opportunity than the 
" Wpreſent, ſo 'tis uncertain whether ever we 
may have another; which if we ſhould nor, 
he hath his Aim, and we are undone, . and 
ſhall repent of our Folly when *rwill be to no 
urpoſe, and be fill'd with ſuch Remorſe' of 
ind, Indignation and Self-upbraidings, as 
will prove intolerable, and be a perpetual 
Torment to us. But to proceed. 
2. What hath been ſaid, ſhould put us on 
the Trial of our ſelves concerning our own 
Readineſs. And O how ſtrict and ſerious 
ſhould we be in an Inquiry of this kind ! ſince 
ſhould: we be miſtaken, and think our ſelves 
ready when we are not, our Caſe in reality 
(tho we ſay we ſhall have Peace) will be no- 
thing mended by it; and continuing in that 
Miſtake; our Souls will rue for it, and be the 
Ua D 3 more 
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: Tim. 4. to die, we could ſay, as the Apoſtle, We have 
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miſerable:for even: And therefore let us 


not ſhun, but come to the Light, that we 
may ſee whether our Preparat ions are ſuch as 


will bear the Teſt of the laſt Bay. Accord- 
ingly let's inquire, whether, if we were now! 


fought a good Fight, we have finiſb'd our C ourſe, 
we have kept the Faith; tor if we have not 
thus done, how unfit ſhall we be to receive, 
or what Claim can we have to the Cromn of 
Righteouſneſs? H 401247 I 10 

We are here in a militant State, and are 
call'd to wreſtle, not only againſt Hleſh und Blood, 
but againſt Principalities, and the reſt of Dia- 
bolical Powers. And that our Labour this 
way may not be in vain, but crown'd with 
a glorious Succeſs, we are to take unto us 
the whole Armoar of. God, quit our ſelves like 
Men, and carry it, .amidit all Difficulties and 
Hardſhips, 46 goot: Soldiers of Chriſt. And 
whether we have thus done, is what we are 
to 1nquire of our ſelves; or, in ſhort, wlie- 
ther we have crycify'd- the Hleſb, owercome the 
World, and not given plate ſo the Devil? For, 
as 15 moſt evident, we muſt deny our ſelves, 
and our earthly Members muſt be mortify'd, 
the Chatms of the World are to be wichſtood, 
and its Terrors whick are level'd againſt Wells 
doing ſlighted, and Satan our grand Enemy 
is ſtedfaſtly in the Faith: to be reſiſted/; that 
inſtead of being beguil'd, or led captive, and 
becoming an eaſy Prey to him we may withis 
Hand his Temptations, and put him oy 1 
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And he Wbontheg Overcometbh, and:is; ig 
theſe Reſpects, word than 4 Conqueror, hath 
| Jong 4; good Fight indeed z and not only 
a Sign, but Reward of his Victories, 15 
pple Chriſt in hin Throne, even 464 alſy Rev. 3 
overcame, and 15 fot down wh hs Jiwther, 7 in his 
Throne. 101 f 
And as we have 2 Watfare to acevinpliſh, 
ſo we lave a Race to run, that we may win 
the Prize. And the Apoſtle could-fay, that he 
had finiſhed (or reach d the End of) Gs Conrfe 
And the Queſtion that we ate hereupon to put 
to our ſelves, is, whether we have diligently 
per form'dꝭ / or have. :fibj{Þ'd and brought to 
Perfection the Work which our. Se Ma- 
ter hath hitherto given us to do. * 
Farther Work, tis true, he may yet af. 
ſign us hut about = che Queſtiqn don't 
proceed, any farther than to kn whether 
ve are diſpos'd and ready to do it, Whenſo- 
ever it ſhall be his Pleaſure to let us know 
what it is, and to = an Opportunity into 
our Hands accordingly. And tis by a con- £ 
f{cizondble Diſcha BY what God hath made 
our Province, t = we come to finifh, ONY 2 Om 4 
Conſe with Joy, or can ever ſo rah as to ob- 7: 5: 
tain an incorruptible Crown,  - 

And then as ap ent Chriſtian Faith, have 
we preſer vd, or kept it incorrupt, not - 4H 
inour Heads, Profeſſion and Diſputes, but, 
What is of greater Conſequence, in our 
Hearts and Lives? Lea, have we ſo kept 
chen c n Hearts, as to partake, of 
(N. D + WE 24s: its 
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10 its Nature, and to be chang'd into its Image? 
Or have we receivd and entertain d it after 
that manner, as to be conform'd to it in all 
moral Acts, and in the ſeveral Faculties of 
our Souls? ſhewing by ſuch an Acquaintance 
With its Power and Efficacy, that tis a Doc- 
trine according to Godlineſs, and that our Be- 
lief of it vaſtly differs from the Faith of De- 
vils. And if we thus keep it, adhering con- 
x Pet. i.. itantly to ĩt, we ſhall be kept thro this Faith by 
the Power of God unto Salvation; even tho we 
ſhould:not be call'd to keep it in that ſpecial 
and diſtinguiſhing manner as the Apoſtie was. 
Moreover, we ſhould inquire wliether we 
2 Cor. 1. ha ve the Teſtimony of 4 good Conſtience, that in 
Simplicity and godly-Sincerity (we have lud ou 
Converſation in the World: For upon this, ac- 
cording to the Sentiments of the Apoſtle, aur 
Act. 24, Rejaicing greatly depends. And if herein we 
16. exerciſe our ſelves, to haue always a Conſcience 
void of Offence tomurd God and toward. Men, and 
our Heart ' condemn us not; then, as St. John 
1 John 3. ſpeaks, have we Confidence towards God. And 
29. Whoſoever indeed is ſo perfect as to be up- 
right in the Sight of God, the Exd of that 
Man, as hath been ſhewn on another occa- 
ſion, muſt needs be Peace. EIT 
| But if we have an evi! Conſcience, that is 
Heb. 9. not purg' d from deud Worts, and this ſhall 
14 fly in our Face, and take us by the Throat, 
and fo our: Heart {ball condemn us; how is it 
but we muſt be condemmd at the Bar of 
God ?. And how dreadful then will it he to be 
ſummon'd thicher ? ' Finally, 
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Finally, let's inquire whether we have not 
nlyrimid our Lampe, but have Oil in our Veſa Mat. 25. 
„e or, according to another Metaphor, 7 _ 

have the Root of the Matter in us, and ſo are job 19. 
ore than almoſt Chriitians ? Vea, let's well 8. 
examine and ſee whether our Loins be girded 4. Luke 12. 
out, and our Lights burning, and me our - ſeluds 36, 37. 
ike unto Men that wait for che Lord; for. bleſ= 
ed is that Servant whom his Lord; when be 
ometh, ſhall find ſo doing. And Oh that we 
ere unweary'd in our Inquiries, ! till we 
ame to a good Satisfaction in theſe Matters 
Tor tho to be uncetta in of the Time and 
Place, and other Circumſtances of our Death, 
capable of being improv'd ro our Advan- 
age; yet to be uncertain whither we ſhall 
o, whether to Heaven or Hell, as light as 
e may make on't now, will be very terrible 
o us when we come to die. In the laſt place, 
We ſhould be exhorted to provide and make 
eady againſt that Hour we have been ſpeak- 
g of. Accordingly (to ſum up what we 
ave already ſaid, or have yet to — on this 
ead of Preparation) let us r our 
Time, and improve our ſeveral Talents, that 
deing faithful Stewards of the manifold Grace of! Pet. 4: 
od, we may give a good Account of our * 
Sewardſbip, when our Lord ſhall demand it 
t us. Yea, let us give all Diligence to add to 2 Pet. 1. 
ur Faith Virtue, and to Virtae * and 1. 
0 Kuomledg Temperance, &c, that ſo by an 
aweary'd Diligence herein, we — 
Calling and tlettion ſure ; for ſo an E Dat 
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ſhall be miniſter d nnto nc. abundantly; hurt 
evexlaſfing Ning dam of qur Lord and Sapim 
ER * Jeſus Chriſt : Or, according to a fhorter Sum 
pa. ” mary, Les us fear God keep his Communih 
— 22. mente, thut me may have Right to the Tree: of 
Life, and enter in thro. the Untes into the City. 
And let us, like Enoch, walk with God, chat 
we may be fit to be tranſlated from Earth to 
Heaven, tho not in that mee _ 
ner granted to him. 
> Abd that this Word of Exhortation may 
have the deſir d Effect upon us, there are two 
or three things Which I have yet todo; A 
. Til propoſe ſome Conſiderations, or N 
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i N tives, to ſtrengthen and inforce it. 

64 And to this: end, it' s not unfit. to-beconſs 
C der'd, Dis os IP & 
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concern d in it; for by thisꝰtis that we we 9p) 
Gf ever): air Hearts to true Wiſdom, 
come wiſe: for. our ſelves, even umo — — 
And ſo , many indeed are the Advantage 
xthich will acerue to us hereby, that like dit 
Divine. Hieſſi ngs in general, they are innume 
Table, And among the many which migk 
* be mention d, I'll briefly ſet before u. xte 
few Which fallow 5 — this es 
7.4 1 deliverd Grand! thoſe flaviſh - — ———ͤ 1 
* Tho which relate to the. Iſſues of Jeat 
 AndDhiwhat, a Mercy is it, as an Bffebt x 
à dur Praparation, to have all quiet — 
in a dying Hour! Or to _ above all 
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pineſs of a Lag Hove une, or — Pre- 
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truly happy, when en of them can do is. 
Nor wile it be of, uſe; only to prevent ot. Cc. 
pel the Darkneſs of that Hour, by ſaatte Tus 
the Doubts and Fears of pur, Minds, 
ſtrengthen our Faith and Hope of 2 bleed 
Immortality; as abundantly appeags, and 
might at large be ſhewyn, in the Inſtanco f r 
0 r Saviour, the Aro Paul, and-mmanyy0r © 
tners. older en 357 „r 5 408 

And indeed 'tis.by. this ReadineGs of .qurs 

in ſubordination to the Merits ar chen ha 
Death is diſarm' di of its greate ſt, Legros, a 
we are made to fear ub vil, While We paſs Pfl. 23.4. 
thro not only the V alley of the ſbadom f Death, 
but thro the Jaws of it; too Tea; from che 
Evidence it will afford us of our Con en 
ment in the Victories of Chriſt, cwill help ns 
ſo to triumph over Death, as to ſay with the. 
Apoſtle, 0 Death !' where is tin Sting & wake I wa: 
where is thy Lidtom , Nay, will not only in- 55 
ſpire out Minds Bacher Chriſtian Courage 
and Magnanimity, whereby we ſhall e 

dare to die, but will ſo affect them, ag to di 
t 0 po@-usito pes beg leave for that purpoſe, even as 

Simeon, when hg ſaid, Mom letteſt them, T Sert Lake 2. 

f hy iy Ons in Pale 'Belides, as haps 10 
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A Funeral Sermon on © 
oppoſite to an immoderate Love of the -pre« 
ſent Life, ſoit affords no ſmall Support under 
the Miſeries of it; and will make us, if not 
too big for this World, yet very diligent to 
fill up our Places in it, and increaſe our De- 
fires and Aſpirations after a better. And the 
Truth is, of an Enemy, ſo far as may be, it 
makes Death to be a Friend; for it becomes 
hereby not an Executioner of pure Wrath, 
but a Meſſenger (as rugged as it is) of out 
tender Father, to fetch us home to himſelf, 
And tho Death diſſolves the Union between 
Soul and Body, yet (Thanks be to God) it 
_ = can't ſeparate from the Love of Chriſt, Lea, 
7+” thoit may impriſon the Body of a good Man 

for a time, yet his nobler Part, the Soul, 
makes her Eſcape, and is in'no Danger by it ; 

4 For what, -but the ſecond Death, can ſo much 
# as pretend to ſerve the Soul with an Arreſt? 
i To which, nevertheleſs, - the Souls of the 
Saints are not at all liable: For over them, 

becauſe of what Chriſt hath done for them, 

Rer. ac. &. and in them, the ſecond Death hath no Power: 

And therefore the Apoſtle could ſay, that as 

Phil.. 21. for him to live is Chriſt, ſo to die s Gain. And 

x Cor. 3. he told the Saints at Corinth, that Death, as 

21. well as other things, was theirs, i. e. for 

their Good, becauſe of its bleſſed Conſo- 
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quents; and ſo we need not doubt but Death 
is to all thoſe Souls, who are ready for it: 
For what is Death to them but an Inlet to 
Ch. 2.9. that Happineſs, which Eye fat not ſeen, u 
Ear heard, &c. or a Paſſage out of a 7 8 
: and 
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Ind miſerable, into 2 bleſſed E Life? 
Hud tho this Paſſage is ſo Lara 
* / 
0 Miript of our 'outward. Garment, E can't 
Farry it with us; yet what a is it, 
e har as we ſhall then enter into the Joy * 
t Nord, and be cloth'd with Immortality, ſo 
12 elbe leave behind us all our Infeliciti 
1 

f. 
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hat we muſt, whenever we gg thro 
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Temptations and Sorrows, earth 
| —— and Inclinations ; and af that Ime1 
er fection of Grace and Knowies 
ers to our Burden and Grief, f 
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zrment.; and apcording to the Parable of the; 
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jiage, and ſhall be entertain'd with all the; 
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ty ver and even edge 
And who now that loves himſelf, 2s. he, 
; pught, but muſt 12 to 9 1 7 off this} 
rgument ? which thus ? — — 
ures us) that f we ro ch, i 
e Deeds of the 
ng to our . ſelves, Friends | he ——— 85 e 
ighteouſneſs, we. ſhall be reed ov ever 
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into the bottomleſs Pit.; nay w 4.0 t99 
much « bole Bi they are on the Brink 
of it, nds. neither able ES wet, 0 25 — 
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readful and a ſoever they may be 
d 'tis well known into what Agones and 
extreme Horror of Mind many have fallen 
in chat Hour, 2s has appear d not On by che 
Matter of their Diſcourſe, hut by the Agoent 
of their Words, the Geſtures of the 8 
and their. frightful Looks. Nea how: oft 
have the Pains of w Il as the. 
2 ſcem'd to take 

Fire of that burning Lake hath fl tO 


their Faces, and wm 0 5 upon 1 
ſciences l 

And When hag /Death ſha, 
its bloody Hands, haſh Souls. of Sin 
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n the weight of their Sins, and che Sen 
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new but dark World, where they are ftrip'd 


of all Good, left naked, and extremely poor, 


being without God, and without Hope in it? 
Nor ſhall they only be baniſh'd the bliſsful 
Regions-of Light and Life, Peace and Love, 


the Condition of all ſuch loſt Souls, in this 


where Angels and Saints ſhall always behold Mat. 18, 


the Face' of our Father which is in Heaven 7 our” 


ſhall alſo be expos'd to the Rage of Devils, 
and of theit'own Breaſts, and to the Wrath 
of an angry and Sin-revenging God, than 
which nothing can be more dreadful. 

And yet as terrible as this is, *twill una voi- 
dably be the Caſe” of all thoſe whom Chriſt 


ſhall find unready at his Coming; for the 


Door will be ſhut againſt them, and they for 
ever excluded the Kingdom of Heaven: 
which is an Evil ſo great, that it can't be 
born, without the greateſt aſtoniſhment and 
regret of Mind. And that which adds unto, 
and aggravates this Loſs, is, that *tis the Fruit 
of our Folly and ſinful Negligence, - and can 
never be retriev'd by an After-Repentance, or 
any other means: for the Gates being ſhut, 
and the Bridg of Mercy drawn, an unpaſſa- 
ble Gulph, as the immediate Conſequent 
thereof, is ſo fix*d, that there is no Salvation 
ever after for the Excluded ; but they are left 
to the Tyranny of Devils, the Fury of their 
own Paſſions, and to welter, without pity, 
in everlaſtiag Burnings. CEN 
'Tis true, this may and will, I believe, 


ſound harſh in the Ears of ſome ; howbeit, 
E *tis 


66 A Funeral Sermon on 
"tis but what is conſonant to Truth, and par- 
ticularly to what we have in the Cloſe of the 
Chapter, where our Text is; for according to 
Mat. 24. it, that evil Servant who ſays in his Heart, my 
45—51- Lord delayeth his Coming, and conſequently 
takes fuch Courſes as don't conſiſt with a ſe- 
rious Preparation for it, ſhall be cut aſunder 
by him, and have his Portion with Hypocrites, 
where ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
2 Cor. 5. And ſeeing we thus know the Terrors of the 
Lord, how can we expect that he ſhould hold 
us guiltleſs, unleſs from this Topick we per- 
ſuade Men ? 

And there is another yet behind to be ſpo- 
ken to, which is not of an extraneous nature, 
but derives from the thing it ſelf we are per- 
ſuading to; for this our Readineſs, as we 
have had occaſion already to hint, doth con- 
ſtitute our Happineſs, or is previouſly neceſ- 
ſary to diſpoſe and fit us for it. Now as the 
Deſire of Happineſs enters into our Conſtitu- 
tion, as we are rational Creatures, and can't 
be ſeparated from us without deſtroying our 
Beings ; ſo Holineſs, which carries with it a 
Godlike Diſpoſition, and is our chief Readi- 
neſs for the Coming of Chriſt, is eſſential to 
our Happineſs ; for *tis the Beauty, Rectitude 
and Health of our Souls, and accordingly 
doth miniſter, nay is neceſſary to, the Repoſe, 
Satisfaction and Peace of our Minds: And 
therefore tho our Conceptions of the Glory 
and Happineſs of another World are ſo im- 
perfect, that it 4o:h not yet appear what we ſhall 

be 
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Mr. JosEPh WRIGHT. 67 
be; yet that we might have a true Idea of its 
nature, while we know it not in the Vaſtneſs 
of its Dimenſions, St. John acquaints us, that 
when our Lord ſhall appear, we 7 be like him, 1 John. 3; 
And O the Pleaſure, Sweetneſs and Joy that“ 
ſo divine a Likeneſs will give our Minds! 
Contrariwiſe, where this is not to be found, 
there's no loving and enjoying of God, or 
being happy in the beholding of him. And 
fince, in one reſpect, this is our Bleſſedneſs, 
and in another doth qualify us for it, and de- 
rive it on us; and ſo to be ready, in the ſenſe 
of the Text, is, in its Conſequence, to be e- 
verlaſtingly happy; with what Labour and 


» I Intenſenefs of Mind ſhould we ſeek after it! 
I And left any ſhould elude the Force of this 
Argument, under a Pretence of being alrea- 
dy prepar'd, or be ſo fatisfy'd with their pre- 

” i fent Aptainments, as not to preſs after, and 
reach forth unto the things which are before; I'll 
take ſeave to add, that none was ever known 

to be in danger of an Exceſs, in the preſent 

r Caſe: for who, I would ask, was ever yet too 


a 


holy, or pious to an extreme, fave in his own 
Conceit, or that of other incomperent Judges, 
and in things not eſſential to true Holineſs ? I 
confeſs, ina ſuperſtitious way, and even in thoſe 
thingswhich,compar'd withothers,are but mi- Hp 
nute in Religion, Men may be righteous over- Eccl. q. is. 
much; but this they can never be in the Caſe 
before us. Thoſe therefore who have been 
moſt active and induſtrious, and have made 
the greateſt Adyances herein, were never 
E 2 known 


68 


Funeral Sermon on 


known to have repented thereof when they 
came to die. Nay, how common is it then, 
even for theſe to wiſh that they had ſpent 
more of their Time, Pains and Study this 
way ? And 'tis, I ſhould think, obvious to us 
all, that the wiſeſt Virgins han't too great 
a Stock of Wiſdom and Grace, ſince of all 


the Oil which they have in their Veſſels, they 


have none to give to others. Wherefore, that 
we may ſtill go on in our Preparations, let us 
reſt our ſelves fatisfy*d, that as we can't be 


too ſoon prepar'd (as I may ſhew by and by) 


ſo neither too well for the Coming of our 


Lord. And this, tho it may be took for a Di- 
greſſion, is the natural Conſequence of the 
. we are upon; for if our Happi- 
neſs depends upon, and, ſubjectively taken, 
doth conſiſt in this our Readineſs, will it not 
then follow that we can't be too ready, unleſs 
we could be too happy ? which, as every bo- 
dy is forward enough to believe, is utterly 
impoſſible. Next to theſe Motives, 

2. I'll offer ſome Dire tions. According- 
ly I think it not unfit to be obſerv'd, that as 
we ſhould ſet about this Work in good ear- 
neſt, and (as is yet to be ſhewn) in the uſe of 
all due means, having our dependance upon 
the Aid and Grace of God; ſo alſo that we 
ſhould do it after the following manner; 
namely, 

(1.) Speedily; in oppoſition, I mean, to 
thoſe Delays that Men are apt to make, and 
that we have made ſome Reflections on al- 


ready : 
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ready: for if it ben't poſſible for us to be 
happy too ſoon, then neither is it (according 
to What hath been ſaid but juſt before) that 


we ſhould be too ſoon ready againſt the Hour 
of Chriſt's Coming. 


And the truth is, unleſs we are ſo void of 


Underſtanding, as to be fond of remaining 
in Chains and Fetters, or are ſuch Monſters 
in nature as to be in love with our Miſery, 
we can never think that a Deliverance from 
the worſt of Servitude and Thraldom, can 
ever come too ſoon to us ; or that we can with 
too great a ſpeed be pull'd out of the devour- 


ing Flames. And were we duly appris'd but 
of the Danger we are in of falling into the 


69 


Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, and Rev. ar. 8. 


knew that we hung over it but by a ſingle, 


nay rotten Thred, Which, for any thing we 


know, may break the next moment, and is lia- 
ble, we are ſure, to be cut by a thouſand Acci- 
dents; this, one would think, would ſo im- 
preſs our Thoughts, and haunt them with 
ſuch frightful Images, as to make it impoſſi ble 


for us once to imagine that we can be brought - 


out of ſuch a Danger, with more haſte chan 
needs. And indeed how can that be done too 
ſoon, that is to be done in point of neceſſity, 
to prevent our eternal Perdition ? Or can our 
Preparation for another World be too ſoon, 
when we don't know how long, or rather 
how little while our Day here may laſt, and 
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are very certain, that whenſoever it ends, the John 9. 


Night comes, wherein no Man can work ? 


E 3 Seeing 
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Seeing then we can't be too expeditious in 

an Affair of ſuch conſequence as this is, it evi- 

dently concerns us forthwith to attend it. 

And let me tell you, the longer we put off this 
1 Work, the more difficult ſtil] we 

make it; for evil Habits become thereby the 

more ſtrong and obſtinate, and with the grea- 

ter Trouble and Difficulty are, if ever, eradi- 

cated. And to be ſure, they are but poor 
Pretences which any of us can have for the 

putting off this Work to another time; for 

have we any Buſineſs to mind that is prefera- 

ble to it? Or is there any Time better than 

the preſent to do it in? or that we can call 

our own, beſides this very moment? Or elſe 

do we think that we ſhall get an advantage 

by our Delays? or that there is no danger in 
them? and that the Buſineſs of Religion can 

be diſpatch'd in an inſtant? And (what ſhall 

I fay) is it for nothing that the Prophet ſays, 

Iſa. 55. 6. Seck the Lord while he may be found, call upon 
him while he is near? Or is it not incumbent 

. Nat. c. 3g. UPON us, 3 firſt the Ringdom of God, and 
| bis Righteouſneſs (which qualifies for it) with- 
out poſtponing either to any other thing ? 
Or do we think that the Reverſe thereof doth 
beſt beſeem us, and will turn moſt to our ac- 
count? I would hope, indeed, that none of us 
Will entertain any ſuch Thought; but if we 
ſhould, and accordingly will reſolve on no- 
thing but to repent hereafter, viz. when we 
arrive to old Age, or are on a ſick Bed, what's 
all this but egregious Folly ? Far (not to re- 


peat 


Mr. Jos Een WRIe RT. Re 
peat what we have faid before on the firſt Re- 
flection) if Death ſhould come before either 
of theſe, or before our Reſolutions have taken 
effect, what a Diſappointment will this be, 
and how fad our Condition 
And fay we ſhould live to old Age, of 
which nevertheleſs we have no aſſurance, yet 
does it look like Wiſdom in us to put off fo 
important a Concern to the unfitteſt Time ? 
For, pray conſider, don't old Age uſually dull 
and benumb the Senſes, and find it difficult to 
ſuſtain its own Infirmities ? Or can we think 
that we ſhall be ſo capable of recollecting our 
ſelves, and making ſuch Reflections on our 
ways, at ſuch a time, as now, while exempted 
from the Evils of it ? Or are we at a certain- 
l ty that at that time, or on 4 Bed of languiſbing, 
we ſhall be preſerv'd from thoſe Diſeaſes that 


WF "> wy. V- YU PF I ©. 


% & | mm A. od uw = 


frequently ruffle Mens Thoughts, and throw 
them into Diſorders, nay Agonies of Mind ; 
or ſtupify and lock up their Senſes, and fo, 
whichever it be, render them unfit for any 
ſuch Enterpriſe? Nay, don't we often ſee, 
that when Men grow old, they grow childiſh 
too, and are ſo impair'd in their Intellects, as 
not to be fit to manage their temporal Affairs? 
which conſider'd, makes it, methinks, next to 
impoſſible for us to believe (whatever our 
Procraſtinations may ſeem to intimate) that 
that is the fitteſt Seaton to undertake. a Buſi- 
neſs, which is abundantly more difficult, as 
well as of infinite Concerament. And there- 
fore to conclude this, in the words of the Pro- 
E 4 Phet 
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72 A Funeral Sermon on 
Jer. 13. phet Jeremiah, Hear he, and give Glory to the 
22 Long — God, before he cauſe N and be- 

fore your Feet ſtumble upon the dark Mountains. 

(2.) Weare to imploy our ſelves in this 

Work inceſſantly, or in an unweary'd man- 

Gal. 6. 9.ner; for in the words of the Apoſtle, in due 
ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not; and be, 

Mat. 24. {ays our Saviour, that ſhall endure to the End, 

13 the ſame ſhall be ſav'd: and to them, it's moſt 

Rom. 2.7. certain, who by patient Continuancè iu well-doing, 
ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, 
ſhall be given Eternal Life. But if we deſert 
Ezek. 18. our holy Profeſſion, and tar» away from our 
my Righteouſneſs, or return like the. Dog to his 

2 Pet. 2. own Vomit, or as the Sow that was waſh'd to her 
OP wallowing in the Mire, we ſhall then loſe thoſe 
2 John 8. things which we have wroug ht, inſtead of receiv- 

ing 4 Piet Reward, and all our paſt Righteouſ- 
Ezek. 3. 20/6 ſhall be forgotten. Nor can we look back, 
_ having ſet our Hand tothe Plough, but we ſhall 
HY render our ſelves unfit for the Ming dom 7 
Rev. 2.10. God. Nay, we mult be faithful unto Death, 
ds ever we expect to receive 4 Crown of Life at 
the hands of Chriſt. | 
Our Devotion then muſt not be as a Land- 

Flood, which hath no Spring to maintain it 
but Religion is to be made, as our principal, 
ſo conſtant Buſineſs; which we are unwea- 
riedly toattend, as being that without which 
we can never be prepar'd for Death. Tis 
true, there are other ſubordinate Duties, and 
particularly ſuch as belong to our ſeveral 
Callings and Relations, that we are alſo, in 
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their Time and Place, to mind and perform: 
but tho theſe are to be done, the other is not 
to be neglected and left undone; and there- 
fore inſtead of ſhrinking from it, let's go 
thro it with the utmoſt Care and Application. 

Laſtly, Let us do this in a reſolute and vi- 
gorous manner, 2 all the Powers of 
our Souls about it, and that in ſpight of thoſe 
Diſcouragements which may meet us in it. 
Not that we are to depend upon oyr own 
Strength; for without Chriſt, and his Almigh- Job. 15.5. 
ty Grace, we can do nothing. But what I 
mean is, that whatſoever our Hand findet h to Eccl. 9. 
do herein, we do it nith all our Might; let Fleſh '*: 
and Blood ſay what they will to the con- 
trary. | 

And tho we are to work out our Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, yet we ſhould not be 
diſcourag'd therein by any thing that we 
know of our own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency ; 
for, as the Apoſtle aſſures us, it is God which Phil. 2. ia. 
worketh in as both to will and to do of his good 
Pleaſure, | 

And in an Affair of this Importance, we 
muſt needs think Drouſineſs, Sloth and Luke- 
warmneſs can't at all beſeem us. Nay, ?tis 
by an holy Zeal and Fervency of Spirit, that 
we ſhew our {elves to be real and hearty, and 
come to be ſucceſsful in it. And unleſs we 
are thus warmly bent upon it, and do vigo- 
rouſly beſtir our ſelves, I fee not how we 
ſhould &er ſurmount its Difficulties. Pur- 
ſuant therefore to the preſent Advice, let us: 
"a exert 
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exert the utmoſt of our Strength, ſtrive 10 
Mat. 11. enter in at the ſtrait Gate, and ſurprize Hea- 
ven with an holy Violence; or, in other 
terms, let's ſtick at no Pains, but labour and 
preſs forward, and ſo wreſtle, fight and run, 
that we may have the Approbation of Chriſt ; 
and receive, not a withering Garland, but a 
Crown of Life at his Coming. And to fur- 
ther us in that Preparation which is neceſſary 
for this purpoſe, and is to be ſet about as we 
have now been directed, 
In the laſt place, I'll ſubjoin ſome Helps, 
or propoſe ſuch Methods as are conducing 
thereunto. Accordingly, Firſt let us begin 
with God, making to him our humble Ad- 
dreſſes for his heavenly Aid. And to this the 
devout Pſalmiſt had a manifeſt regard, when 
 Fal-39-4 he ſaid, Lord, make me to know mine End, and 
the meaſure of my Days what it is, that I m 
know how frail J am. As alſo when he faid, 

Pf; 90. 12. So teach us to number our Days, that we may ap- 
ply our Hearts unto Wiſdom. And who will 
not allow that ſuch a Method as this is as ad- 
viſable on our part, as *twas on his ? 

God, who made the World out of nothing, 
and ſpake it into Being by the word of his 
Power, can regenerate us by his Holy Spirit, 
and new make us at his pleaſure. And that 
Power of his, which makes the Deaf to hear, 
the Blind to ſee, and Lame to walk, can quic- 

Eph. 2.5. Een ſuch as are dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, and 
make ary Bones to live. A new Heart and a nen 
Spirit he is able to give, and to take the ſtom 
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Heart out of the Feſb. And he can fo write Ezek. 35. 
his Lam on the Table of our Hearts, and put his 
Fear within ws, as that we ſhal not depart from 
him, His loſt Image he can reſtore to our 
Souls, and thereby make us the Objects of 
his Complacence. And as he hath He- Salve Rer. 3.18. 
to anoint our Eyes, ſo white Raiment to clothe au, 
that the ſhame of our Nakedneſs may not appear. 
He can create us in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, Eph. 2,8. 
and enrich us with an eminent Degree of 
Piety and Holineſs. Faith is his Gift, and of 
s, his Operation; and he hath exalted Chriſt, a&s. 31, 
Wl ith his Right Hand, to be 4 Prince and 4 Sa- 
in viour, to give Repentance to Iſrael, and For- 
d- giveneſs of Sins. He can diffuſe his Love 
ne into our Hearts, and ſeal us unto the day of 
en Redemption by his Spirit. And whatever be 
our Weakneſs, his Grace communicated will 
be ſufficient for us; and thoſe Difficulties, 
4 which are inſuperable to us, are eaſily ſur- 
%- mounted by him, and ia the Power of his Eph.6.10, 
in! Might: Yea, tho we can do nothing of our Rom. 8. 
d- ſelves, yet he, by his Spirit, can help all our 26. 
Infirmities, and is ready to give him to them Luke 11. 
185 that ask him. * 
his Wherefore, with a becoming Importunity, 
it, let us beſeech him to give us that Faith which | 
lat is anfeigned, and hat Repentance which needs 2 Cor. 7. 
ar, vt to be repented of: To turn us to himſelf, 0 
ic and ſave us from our Sins, to cover us with the Ila. 511 - 
nd Robe of Righteouſneſs, and purge our Conſcience 
ew from dead Works by the Blood of his Son; Heb. 9. 14. 
„which apply'd, cleanſes from all Sin. And 1 Joh. 1.7. 
; >: 
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| all our Sufficiency being of God, let us on 
the knee of our Soul, as well as Body, beg 
Pſ. 51.10. him to create in us a clean Heart, and renew 4 
Pal. 119. Tig ht Spirit within us: to quicken us according to 
25. his Word, and by it to prevent our cleavin 

to the Duſt: to faſhion and fit us for himſelt, 
working all our Works in us and for us, both by 
his preventing and aſſiſting Grace; and fo to 
Eph. 3. 16. ſtrengthen us with Might, by his Spirit, in the 
inner Man, as may make us victorious in all our 
Combats with the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil. Yea, proſtrating our ſelves at his feet, 


Job 19. 8, let us earneſtly intreat him not to ſer Darkneſ 


Pſal. g. 6. in our paths ; but to lift up on as the Light of his 
Countenancèe: or, which is much the ſame, to 
Pfal.51. hide his face from our Sins, and repleniſh us 
"7,72 with the Joy of his Salvation; and not caſt us 
away from his Preſence, or take his Holy Spirit 
from us. In a word, let's pray that it may 
pleaſe him ct to lead us into Temptation, but 
to deliver us from all Evil; and even to guide 
Pſ.73. 24. 46 by his Counſel, till he {ſhall receive us to his 
Kingdom and Glory. 
As ever then we would that God ſhould 
Ezek. 16. ſpread his Skirt over us, and cover our Naked- 
$—15- eſs; waſh and anoint, clothe and adorn us, and 
make us perfectly beautiful, thro his own Come- 
line ß, which he ſhall put n us, that we ma 
find favour in his eyes: let us in the humble 
manner ſeek to him for all theſe things; be- 
lieving that he will hear, if we call upon him 
in Truth. | 
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And whileT am on this Head, that relates 
to God, I find my ſelf under ſome conſtraint 
et briefly to hint, That we ſhould wait upon 
bh in his publick Worſhip, the known and 
approved Means of renewing our ſpiritual Ida. 40. t. 
ſoy and Strength; and ſhould apply our 
ſelves to his Word, which is able to make us 2 Tim. 3. 
wiſe to Salvation, and (which but little differs) ** 
to build us up, and give us an Inheritance among Acts 20. 
all them which are 2 2 Yea, we ſhould ** 
converſe with his People, whoſe Life being a 
Tranſcript of his Holineſs, and their Mouth a Prov. 10. 
Well of Life, he that walketh with *em ſhall be Ch 1 
wiſe : and we ſhould come to his Table, and © © 
partake of its Dainties, as we would have 
our Souls refreſh*d and nouri{h'd unto eternal 
Life, But upon theſe things I muſt not now 
enlarge, tho I can't but recommend 'em, as 
Duties that are greatly inſtrumental ro that 
Readineſs which we ſhould all be in, to mee: 
the Lord at his Coming. Wherefore, 
2. Let us look well to our ſelves, that be- 
ing ſober and circumſpect, we may govern 
our ſeveral Appetites and Senſes, according 
to the juſt meaſures of Reaſon and Religion. 
And this is what the Grace of God it ſelf, and Tit. 2.12. 
the Doctrine of it alſo will teach us to do; 
even to live ſoberly, that we may live righteouſ- 
ly and godly in this World, and be happy in 
the next. And becauſe the End of all things 1Pet. 4.7. 
is at hand, at which time we muſt give an 
account of our ſelves to God, St. Peter en- 
joins us to be ſober, as well as to watch unto 
Prayer. 
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Prayer. And our Moderation, we need not 
doubt, is to be ſhewn as well with reſpect to 


Phil. 4. 5. our ſelves, as unto af Men; for that the Lord 


1 Cor. 9. 
ult. 


Mat. 24. 
38, 39. 


is at hand. Accordingly, the Apoſtle kept un- 
der his Body, and brought it into ſubjection, leit 
he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-amay, or ſhould ran 
in vain. And ſhould we indulge our Appe- 
tites, careſs and regale our bodily Senſes, eve- 
ry one muſt needs think, that this will not 
further, but impede that Preparation which 
we have been perſuading to. And indeed 
the viſible, but ſad Effects of Mens Intem- 
perance, do plainly ſhew that 'tis utterly in- 
conſiſtent with it. 

The Fleſh then, in the Extravagancy of 
its Deſires, is to be reſtrain'd : And Faſting, 
as well as Prayer, ſo far as our Circum- 
ſtances will allow or require, is, in the pre- 
ſent caſe to be uſed. 

The Sum is, We muſt deny Self, and not 
like Brutes be govern'd by Senfe ; we muſt 
have a watchful Eye on our' ſelves, left thro 
the Enticements of the Fleſh we ſhould be 


betray'd into Sin, and all its appendant Evils. 


And therefore as we are not to feed our Eyes 
with any enticing Objects, or our Luſts into 


a Rage and Fiercenels ; ſo neither are we to 


pamper, or indulge the Fleſh, by an effemi- 
nate or voluptuous Courſe of Lite. And in- 
ſtead of being like thoſe, who in the days of 
Noah heeded none of the Warnings which 
God gave em by him, but were eating and 


drinking, marrying and giving in Marriage, un- 


til 
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til the Hood came and took em all away; we 

ſnou'd, according to the Caveat of our Sa- 

viour, take heed to our ſelves, leſt at any time Luke 21. 

our Hearts be overcharg'd with Surfeiting and 3* 

Drunkenneſs, as well as with the Cares of this 

Life; and fo that Day, which he was ſpeaking 

of, come upon us unawares. And let me farther 

ſay, as we would not that Chrift ſhould ſur- 

prize us in our Senſuality, and by conſequence 

find us unready, we are, as the Apoſtle advi- 

ſes, to make no proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil Rom. 13. 

the Luſts thereof. * 1230 
Laſt of all, to turn what hath been urg'd 

as a Reaſon, into an Help, we ſhould have 

our eye upon Death, and meditate on it. 

And this, you can't but know, is what Moſes © 

wiſh'd for on the behalf of the Iſraelites O, Deut. 32. 

ſays he, that they were wiſe, that they under ſtoodas 

this, that they conſider d their latter End ! And 

why had he this ſo much at heart, but becauſe 

he well knew what influence it would have 

on their Minds, to the reforming of their 

Manners? Accordingly, the inſpir'd Preacher 


Mourning, than to the Houſe 75 Feaſting : for that 
#s the End of all Men, and the Living will lay it 
to heart. And if we remember Corruption and Ecclus. 
Death, as the Son of Syrach adviſes, we ſhall * © 
then, according to his next Advice, abide in the 
Commandments. * Nor do I fee indeed, how it 
can well be otherwiſe. For if we meditate 
on Death, that will lead us to conſider the eter- 
nal Judgment, which follows upon it. _ 

| rae 
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the Conſideration of that, according to its na- 
tural Aptitude, will put us on diſcuſſing things 
with our own Conſcience, and erecting a Tri. 
bunal even in our Breaſts: Which, with ex- 
Citing us to a due Improvement of our Time, 
and all other Talents, will much conduce to 
the fore-mention'd Readineſs. But when 
Men {hall caſt this out of their thoughts, afid 
ſay, like ſo many evil Servants, that their 
Lord delayeth his Coming; tis not to be ad- 
mir'd that they provide not for it. And 


Eccleſ. ir. therefore tho we ſhould live many Tears and re- 


joice in em all, yet let us remember the Days of 
Darkneſs; for they ſhall be many. Leas upon 
all occaſions let us repreſent Death to our moſt 
ſerious Thoughts; and in that reſpect (tho 


ve ſhould not be in ſuch danger of Death as 
the Apoſtle was) let ws die daily, that fo we 


may be always ready for it. 

Did we. better know our ſelves, I mean 
our own Frailty, ſurely we could never be fo 
negligent as we are, in an Affair that concerns 
our future State and Eternal Happineſs. Some 
therefore, that they might not forget the im- 

rtant Offices of Life, have taken care to 
be provided of certain Remembrancers of 
Death from day to day. And were we in our 


thoughts more converſant with it, doubtleſs 


we {hould ſoon ſee the good effects thereof, 
in the whole of our Converſation, relating 


either to God or Man. 


For certainly the Remembrance thereof, 


if it be but as frequent as it ought, will be a 


good 
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good Memento to us| of the other World, 
into Which we all are going. And did we but 
conſider this, and the Perfection of Happi- 
nels which ther alone is to bè enjoy d, but 
here provided for, how great an influence 
would be hence deriv d, both on our Hearts 
and Lives; unleſs. our Reaſon has totally for- 
ſaken us, and our. eternal Intereſt weighs no- 


* 


thing with aii 01890 i 28 000 

But then in meditating on Death, incluſive 
of all that Happitieſs or Miſery that is conſe- 
quent upon it, ve ſhould not ldok-on't, as if 
twere a great way off, or as tho twere un- 
certain whethet) it i be advancing towards us 
or not. For adiſtant Objectù tho hugely, 
gteat, is to our view but or however. 
much leſs than indeed it is. And we have a 
much plainer proof of the attractive Virtue 
| of the Loadſtone when near, tho it be but 
n | ſmall, than of a much greater one that is 
ſo afar off. Tis true, as to earthly things (from 
1s | which we promiſe our ſelves a great deal of 
e Satisfaction; beyond what the Enjoyment of 
* 'em will affor d) the more diſtant the Are, 

o the higher eſteem we are apt to have of 


em; 
of and (like the Moon when fartheſt from the 
Ir Sun) the brighter are our Ideas. concerning 
s em. But in the caſe before us, tis quite 

f, otherwiſe: For tis to be obſerv d, that tho 
g 0 die is tot launch from che Shore of Time 
into Eternity, and is always therefore of a 
f, Sretnendous nature; * Thoughts * 
Dan 1 
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it alter and change, ebb and dlow/ and morg 
or leſs affect us, either in 7 to out 
State of Sickneſs or Healthy: or. adcõο,ꝭding t0 
the Apprehenſions we have of its near neſs to 
us or diſtance from . 
And did we not only preach; but repenc 
and pray, read and hear, communieate at the 
Lord's Table, and to the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, as if Death (according © the'Expref- 
ſion of a Crown'd Head) were at our back; 
ſurely we ſhould perform all theſe, and every 
Duty elfe that relates either to Sod, our 
ſelves, or others, n atter 
much better manner, than (God know) we 
are wont to do. And the nearer a pn 
we have of Death, the more, in all likeljz 
hood-will that/profpe& prepare us for! its aps 
proach. Por*twill not only arm our Minde 
againſt all the. Charms of Life, but diſarm 
our Enemies and Temptations of their grea - 
teſt force ; and ſo will prevent What other. 
wiſe would obſtruct our Preparation and 
So carnal 2 y and Sen- 
uality, which frequently follow the putting 
off th; vl Di 9 Th (11323: 1 | rags 
And if by theſe, or any other means be- 
ſides (ſuch as hearkning to the Voice of Con- 
{cience, cheriſhing-the Motions of the Holy 
Spirit, ſnunning che Occaſions, and-oppolinig 
the Beginnings of Sin, &c.) we ſhall become 
fo ready as Chriſt requires, we may then be 
certain that the End of our —— 


Z. 3. 6.0.99 =. Tc RLTORY T2 6 TOTO SO FY Sv. 


Mr. Joszrn WII en r. 
and w 


here, or howſvever it happen, wil 
be bur the Beg in 5 0 Pg 75 nen 


Glory, Gladae Joy,” which will ne 
ver end. 
Thus having Rniſh'd oy Tow, "wil be 
hw thar I ſhould fay ſome- 
of Him . Death was the onty Oc- 
lian of m 15 — * Fm time. Ti 
true, the nces of his Death,” Is 
the Hand of God ances s ſo remarkable there 
in, do befpeak the Silence of our Minds. 
N everthelefs, ſinee our Sorrow is ſtir d within 
u, and vir haye been muſing for ſome time 
on | this ſo melancholy a Subject; *ris but fit 
that at length we break SHlence, and ſpeak as 
well of the Life, as of t e Death of our de- 
ceaſed Friend. 

And while, to derben Rel gion, I take 
the common liberty to yur well f the Dead, 
I ſhall be e to keep within ny 
bounds both'of Truth and Sobriety : having 
an abhorrenee of the Deſign of all thoſe, who 
by Flattery, 'Mifr beten, or otherwiſe, 

k to ingratiate t mſelves with ſome, and 
impoſe upon' others. 

And as to thoſe that knew, or were any 

way acquainted wich the Character of the 
Nee Thin 50. be ſpeak of, they need not 
be told that he was of a comely Preſence 
and quiek of Thought, diligent and expedi- 
rious in Buſineſs, an in Converſation affable 


and pleaſant, [And tho he was not, what we 
F 2 com- 


— 
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ommonly call, an Old Man, he was never- 
the $ an old ile of. Cri and,no- 
ovice in Religion. For as h Wing hlometi 
r liferh, le bt was the Good- pleaſure of 
him, whoſe Gifts and Calling are as well con- 
trary to our Demerits as'withput Repemance, $9 
ſeaſon his er mis Grace in 7 
ears. A little after his fipſt coming to t 
Town, God was gracioully;pleas'd ſo to im: 
preſs him with his Word, as to turn him 89 
himfelf, and add him to hig 7 in the 
Communion of which, thro t 1 e 
neſs, he continu'd all the remaining Term 
his Life. Nor Was he only help!d b h 
Grace to fill up hig place chere, and! to dity 


charge the Duties of his Relatign in the 
Houle of God, but likewiſe in his own; 
where he was, got Wont to neglect either his 
private or more publick Deyotion. And 
thoſe that join'q with him in the latter, have 
taken notice, that towards his, latter E 
ang even in his laſt Prayer with them, 
pray'd with, a more than ordinary Earn 
neſs, for being fitted and made ready 1tor 
Death; not knowing, as he was obſerv'd to 
ſay, how ſoon it might come. And who 
can telt but this migfit proceed, as ſome are 
inclin'd to think ĩt did, from an extraordinary 
Impreſſion of Death upon his Mind? Hows 
ever, tis certain that not long before he was 
Jo apprehenſive of Death,which was then haſt- 
ning towards him, as that he told one of his 
"THEE SA near 
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near Relations, that he thought it would n not 
be long &er . ſhould fall fick and die. 80 
that as B as his Death was to us, and 
tho be cou flot foreſee after what mallner it 
would come, we may be the better ſatif- 
fy'd therein, — have ſo wich ec 
= believe that jt was not unthought of by 
inn + 
And tho ve And man Cater ſhall greatly | 

mils him, yet to refreſh anfl ſupport our 
155 bb x Spitis under ſuch a Loſs, tis very 

us to conſider the Greatn of 
his > Reel an and Happineſs. The Ear- 
neſt and Firt-Fraits of Which, bg that 
believeth | and hoperh all 't bings, wilt r * 
tell us he was not deftityite' of. "For in his” 
Retirement, not long befote his Death, h 
was found in Floods of Tears, and 5 00 4. 
bundanfly repleniſh'd wich elde a. 1 and fpiri⸗ 
tual ſoys, as made him fa 3 to his now mourn= 
ful Relict, that he would not Nahe been with- 
our - wwe 5 Enjoy ments," w hich were then 
youchſaPd * 8 Br 1 0 hi Aud 
many times indeed 1 him ay, 
That there i no Life ſo chinfart able, as "Phat 
Communibn with God, 5 _ clofely” wit 
him." "And'thiss he ſpake with ſuch'an Air o 


Seriouſneſe #s ſhew'd it to be his ſettled 
Judgment, and to proceed from whit he had 
known and felt: tho at the ſame time it 
muſt be acknowledg'd, he ſeem'd to lament, 
chat be had no greater acquaintance with ſo 


F 3 happy 
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happy a Life; as all of us, I fear, have too 
muc cauſe to do. Ia Sort or 19% eo 
And more than once, when: he hath been 
on a ſick Bed, I and others have found him 
in ſuch a quiet and compos'd Frame of Mind, 
as to be well reconcil'd to Death, and as 
ſhew'd him to be deliver'd from a flaviſh 
Fear of it. And whence could this proceed 
conſider ing the Reflections that Chriſtians 
his Character are wont to make at ſuch: a 
time on themſelves and their ways, but from 
a Self · conſciouſneſs that in the midſt of all 
his Frailties and Imperfections, he had been 
ſinoere and upright in the diſcharge both of 
moral and evangelical Duties? The Conſe- 
quence of which ſeems naturally to be, that 
he was prepar'd and ready, in a good mea- 
ſure, for his great, and, as it fell out, ſudden 
Change ; _ is now enter'd into that Reſt, 
even the Happineſs above-mention'd, which. 
remains to the People of God. 
And tho the Manner and Circumſtances of 
his Death, as I hinted before, were very ſur- 
prixing to his Friends that ſurvive, him, and 
till may give em many a melancholy 
Thought; yet this don't in the leaſt hinder, 
but that all might be in great mercy. to him. 
The Death of Job's Sons and Daughters was, 
no doubt, a great Trial to him; and yet 
as we can't conclude from any Trouble of 
his, ſo neither from the Suddenneſs of their 
Death, that twas in Judgment, or without 


Mercy 
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Mercy to them. For in things of this na- 
ture, there is one Event to' the Riphteous and to 
the Wicked; 198 em WE N now either 
Love or Hatral. 

Nor have weany reaſon that ĩ can ſee, to 
chink that Elijab in his Tramſlation was ever 
the _ happy; for chat twas ſuddenand ſur- 
Anh if it be an Ac of Favour and 
— Grace in God, as beyond alt contro- 
verſy it is, to ſurprize us at any time, by his 
preventing Goodneſs, into our Duty, I mean, 
as to the Life and $pirirualicy of it; what s 
it ro be ſurpriz'd out of the more common, 
but rough and tedious Road of Death, _ 
an endleſs Life of Bliſs and Peace? 

And leſt we ſhould, on this mournſul Obe 
ſion, over-much aggravate a ſudden Dearh to 
dur own Thought, I wiſh we did but con- 
ſider, that the threatning Symptoms and 
Fore-runners of Death ate frequently beheld 
with greater Uneaſinefs of Mind, than is 


| Pains are undergone. 


For tis reaſonable to believe, that Death 


many times more affrights us by diſpla xying 
its Banners, than it torments us by its ſharp 


ard barbed Arrows. And the Idea which we 


ſometimes receive from the former into our 


melancholy Thoughts, is doubtleſs more dit- 
— to 2 than what many of the 


Dead have ever met with; or ä om the 
r. 5 


wet N And 


And indeed as to thoſe thatrare ready for 
better Life, and conſcious to themſelves of 
this their Readineſs, I muſt conſeſs, I don't 
underſtand why they ſhould, on their own, 
account, dread and deprecate a ſudden Death. 
No, nor yet Why they ſhould paſſionately 
deſire to ſee: that Blow before it comes; 
which, it's true, they have long thought of, 
and are prepar'd to receive, but can never 
ward off or prevent. And I am ſtill more 
at a loſs in this matter, when I conſider _ 
tis in this way of Previſion, thro the fear 
Apprehenſion of our Minds, that we antici- 
pate Death, and are expos'd to it before its 
time: and ſo in that, tho not in the ſtricteſt 


ſenſe, Death comes to be multiply'd, and we 


die moce than, eme. 4400 
Tis true, the Thoughts of Death are of 


” 


great uſe togit us for it; and for that reaſon 


We are not to; reject or diſcard em for the 
Uneaſineſs they may give us: but to have 


our Minds fill'd wich the Dread of it, like 


Men ho are held in the mouth of the Lion, 
or under the paw of the Bear, is a grievous 
Bondage, and hat hath proud to ſome an 
inſupportable Evil. That great Man, ; there- 
fore, Julius Ceſar, thought ãt more eligible 


ta die, as his words {hew; than to live in che 


fear of Death. And todie by martial Law, 
is, we muſt needs think, abundantly more 
afflictive, becauſe of a previous Fear an 
| Concern of Mind about it, than to fall by a 


394 K | Chance- | 
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Chance-ſhot. ;-Yeaz*an accidental Wound i 
commonly better born, than the notice of a 
leſſer Inciſion that s to be made in our Fleſh, 
even tho it befor our Health, and from the: 
hand of a Surgeon that we are well ſarisfyd! 
with. And of thoſe that are doom'd to die, 
and have their Neck on the Block, how: few 
have that Preſence of Mind, as to wiſh to ſee 
the fatal Stroke coming? And if an Arm, 
or Leg, or ſome other integral part of the 
Body is to be cut off, alas ! how it ſtrikes the 
Mind of the Patient with Terror, even to 
behold the Preparatories and ſeveral Inſtru- 
ments of that Operation! On the contrary, 
a Blow that's coming at us, being not ſeen, 
nor then look'd for, tho it may be deadly, it 
can't however be frightful ta us. 
In a word, the Conſequence of Death tan 
never be evil to a good Man; and yet the 
Preſages of it may not a little terrify him: 
And tho His Heart dont condemn him, and 
thereupon he hath Confidence temards God, yet 
to have the Veil of the Fleſh rent, the earth; 
ly Tabernacle diſſoly'd, and the Soul ſepara» 
ted from the Body, is terrible even to think; 
and what Nature is ready to reſent, and be 
griev'd at, hene ve ſo tragieaba Scene ſhall 
be known to be at Hand, or in our VIEW: | 
Accordinglygthe;Pre-apprehenſions which ous 
LORD himflt bad -ofithe near, A pproacli 
of his Death, did not à little impreſs his 
Mind with Sorrow and Fear; ag is — 
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y his Agony, earneſt Prayers and - bloody 
ban — * he —_ that the Conſe- 
dence of it would be good, and that-he 
Id not only overcome it; but enter into 
Paradiſe by it. i — I. 5 11 A 0 y 1£fi 
And youll not blame me, Pm ſure, if 
take ir for granted that the Saints will never 
complain of the Suddenneſs of their Death 
when they get to Heaven; and therefore 
permit me to ask why ſhould their Friends 
chat ſurvive em be caft down, and dejected 
in mind for any ſuch reaſon ? Do we grudgt 
a ſnhort and quick Paſſage to Glory? er 
Fould the Sighs and Groans, Out-cries and 
ears, that might have attended em on 4 
k and dying Bed, have been any way de 
lightſome and entertainiag to us? Surelz 
nothing of this kind is to be imagim d; and 
conſequently our too common Practice, of 


— 
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ſuch an occaſion, can never be defended. - - | 


et to ſay 


Zut to return to what we ha 
of our Deceaſed and Chriſtian Friend : Ti 
natural to think Death was the leſs ſurpri 
Zing to him (whether any extraordinary Har- 
bingers - preceded it ot not) for that more 
ways than one, and in a contitiv'd Series for 
many months before, in his Providence 
had been pleas d to viheim with the friend 
y Monitors of it. And even where he took 


his laſt Night of R a freſh Warning 
thro ſome ſudden Ainet os given him d 
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Ris then approaching Diſſulutien, the better 
* to 
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we have reaſon to think that his previous 
Sickneſs and Indiſpofitions had a happy ten- 
deney that way; and ſo were a means as well 
to, ke him for, as to remember him of his 


latter End. 0 F jv 

And theſe ig conſider'd, why ſhould 
we find it ſo difficult to be reconcil'd to. this 
ſo ſudden a Stroke? For tho - a ſudden 
Death, under moſt Circumſtances, is to be 
pray d aga inſt, either becauſe Mens Affairt 
ate, it may be, unſettled in the World, or 
(what is 1afinitely of greater conſequence) 
becauſe they themſelves are — and 
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Preparation is made, as we now ſuppeſe, 
and are bound in Charity to believe, what 
hinders; but that it ſhould be a Mercy to the 
Deceaſed ? For is it not 4 Privilege very 
Fom ih itt on nature, to be exempted 


m the common Calamity of a weariſom 
and tedious Sickneſs, and from thoſe Dib 


their ſeveral parts, with acute and ſtrong 
Pains ; but prey upon and oppreſsour — 
darken and diſtract our Thoughts, 

make us a Burden, nay 2 Terror and Loath- 
ing to our ſelves? And yet not only from 


Solemnitigs of dying, many have been dell- 
ver d by af th. a 
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not pcepar d for another; yet where ſuch a_ 


eaſes which not only torture our Bodies, in 


theſe, but from the common Pangs and 
— of Death too, and all the mournful 


LE 
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And &n this account; even becauſe of theſe 
| ſpecial Advantages of a ſudden Death, fonic 
being well ſatisky'd of their Readineſt ft 
another and better Life, have deſir d that , 
if it were the Will of God; or fo mi he dis 
not in a lingring, but quick or 0 adde man 
ner. 57 '; DIA: 
Accordingly, our great Sovereight hath 
been known ſometimes to have gratify'd his 
Children herein. And to Moſes, that em. 
nent Servant of his, he was pleas'd ro f, 
(tho it looks not, from the occaſion of ig; 
like an Anſwer of Prayer) Get thee fp > 
Mount Nebo, and die. wy 
© Andi as to our dear Brother, whe 0 — 
fallen aſleep, we may be certain *twas for 
wiſe purpoſes, tho we ſhould be fo puz zled 
in our Thoughts, as not to be able to point 
dem out, that the — 2 y call'd him aſide 
from his Relations a — 
appointed him (as the Event ſhews hie 
to die in Solitude: where his 2 
of Time into Eternity was not only 
but, in all probability, very Eaſy toom 7 

But alas! tho he was thus ſaved fron the 
ſeveral Evils and Infelioities that I have juſt 


2 
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a 
-mention'd, yet not only my ſelf, but all h 
others are render uncapable, rhereby; oifly 
faying any ching of his Sentiments an y 
Frame of Mind, or of his Deportment And 


Experience on a pig Bod ty Wien, tho 
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night q nayerthaleſ haue been of good uſe 
011i t 02 2 e fte: „ul ti „HH 
Howhbeit, tis a great Satisfaction to our 
Minds, that wegare not ſtrangers to ata 
harity and Juſtice, Temperance and Pe- 
otion, which, according to the nature of 
heſe Duties reſpectively, did either con- 
[ es or occaſionally diſcover themſelves 
in him. 
His Character therefore in the World was 
always ſo fair, as that thoſe who wanted 
that Reſpect for him which he deſerv'd, 


eould ever learn) to 3 or ſpot him 
ith any Immorality. And th: 
devoid of a charitable Diſpoſition, is very 


perform'd, and by his laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment. And it muſt needs be acknowledg'd 
by all of his Acquaintance that were abour 
him, That notwithſtanding his great Con- 
cerns, and Multiplicity of Buſineſs in the 
World, he ſtill made Conſcience of the Du- 
or SH oa 

So that laying all things together, we have 
a great deal of reaſon to believe, that tho 
he knew not the exact and critical time, 
when his Lord would come, and call for him; 
. he was habitually ready and prepar'd 
or it. 


And 


«ſhould make m/ alteration on hib State, 


yere unable notwithſtanding (ſo far as 1 


that he was not 
plain in the many good Offices which he 
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„And herein, and in every 
berett, or chat we haue ſeun to 
worthy in in him, it behoves us to imitatsi 


— merge wh. 2 2 be ready; 
— — — 22 
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